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Chriſtian READER. 


[| Here preſent thee with two or three 
I Plain, but, I hope, not Uniſefut Diſ- 
| ny” which may be read by any Party 
or Perſwaſion of Chriſtians without fear 
of having their Private Opiuiontor Dif- 
ring Sentiments attack d or quarrell d 
withal ; becauſe the Subjet relates only 
to Practical Chriſtianity, exempt fror 
all Controverſial Diſputes, which are 
too frequent amoneſt us, and as fre- 
quently miſs of their intended Succeſs, 
for want of Writing and Reading em 
with a true Spirit of Chriſtian Meck- 
nels and Charity, which oueht to Re- 
commend all our Religious Per for- 
mances and OUndertakines. 
1 have endeavoured for ſeveral Years 
paſt to Unhinge my ſelf from all Par- 
of i > ties, 


— 
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The Preface. 


ties, as ſuch; as being apt to ſomre our 


Tempere, over-heat our Paſſions, miſ- 
guide our Zeal, and conſume that Charit 


which we owe one to another; and do 
own my ſelf a Chriſtian or Member of F 
the Catholick Church, i» Communion i 
with the Church of England, which I 
look upon as the beſt Reformed, and | 
having feweſt Corruptions of any other; 
and to me there ſeems nothing wanting, 
but the Reſtoring of the Antient Diſci- 
pline, and the Reforming of the Lives © 
and Manners of her Members to render 
her moſt Primitive in her Conſtitati- 


on as well as Doctrine. 
The forrrer js earneſily deſired by her 

in her Office of Commination ; the 
Performance of which Pious 'Viſh, or 
the Endeavouring it at leaſt is 4 Duty 
mncurbent on our Governours, to whom, 
with all due Reſpe#, we ought to leave 
71. 
But, with Submiſſion be it ſpoken, 

it looks, methinks, too much like Diſ- 
ſembling with God and Impoſing on 
the People, to have this Paſſace ſtand 
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The Preface. 
in our Publick Liturgy, and be read 


| ſolemnly in our Congregations once 4 


Year, and that too upon one of the great- 
eſt Faſts in our Church, when People 


are, or ought to be, moſt ſerious ;, and 


get no attempt made towards the reſtor- 


ing of this Godly and much wiſh'd for, 
but ſtill neglected, Diſcipline. A mat- 
ter well worthy the Conſideration of both 
the Houſes of Convocation ; in the 

Zealous promoting whereof, tis hearti- 

ly wiſhed all their little Differenres 

might be ſwallowed up and finally buri- 

ed, Little, Icall em, in compare with 

the more Subſtantial and Practical 

Truths of our Religion which Iye too 
much negledted, and are ſeldom ta- 
ken notice of but in our Pulpits. 

A Deſeen, which we cannot but 
know, wou'd in the end be moſt Accep- 
tabie to God, Serviceable to Religion, 
and Welcom to all the Sober part of 
the Nation; not only to thoſe that are 
within the Communion of our Church, 
but to many Good Men who as yet ſe- 
parate from it, poſſibly upon this account, 
#5 well as ethers, CA 3) But 


The- Preface. 
Bat in the mean time, till the 
Church ſhall! be ſo Happy, as to have 
her Diſcipline reſtored, it won'd in 
ſome meaſure ſupply the want thereof, 
and be very good Service to Religion, if 
other Men in their Place and Station, 
particularly Magiſtrates, won'd lend 
their helping hand to the carrying on 
the forementioned Deſign, by reinforc- 
ing the Laws againſt thoſe Enormous 
Crimes and Raging Diftempers, which 
are found too obſtinate for a more Mild 
and Gentle Cure. 

And to carry on this Deſign more 
effeFually, tis wiſht that Miniſters 
would be more conſtant to the Duty of 

Catechiſing in their reſpedive Pariſhes, 
as a moſt likely Means to help forward 
this Reformation, by ſeaſoning Youth 
with good Principles aud Religious In- 
ſtruFtions, which by the Bleſſing of God 
may have a good Influence on their fu- 
ture Lives, and fortifie them againih 


the Infection and Corruption of the 
Age. 


He 


The Prelace. 


We onght to looh upon Catechiſing 
& #0 leſs neceſſary than Preaching ; 
yea more ſo to one halt of our Congre- 


> cations ; which in many, if not moit 


places, are made up of Perſons very 


Young or very Ignorant : and ſo not 
capable of underitanding or receiving 
Benefit by Preaching, for want of a good 
Foundation firſt laid to build upon. 

Practical Holineſs and Purity of 
Life is the main End of the Chriſtian 


Religion, and ſbou d always accompany 


the Profeſſron of it therein all Par- 


ties are agreed, and there is no Contro- 


' werſre or Diſpute about it for 'tis ac- 
| knowledg'd on all hands, that Vice 
aud Debauchery ought to be Dij- 


countenanced in all Chriftians of what 


Denomination ſocver. 


It were therefore to be wiſh'd that 


our Private Preques and Publick Diſ- 


putes about things of leſſer moment, 
which ſerve only to irritate Peoples Spi- 


rits one againit another, were more mo. 
derated, or elſe wholly laid aſide; and 
their Zeal united and turned acainit 


the 
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The Preface. 


the reigning Vices and Corruptions of 


the times, which are the ſhame and re- 
proach of our common Chriitianity. 

A General Reformation of Manners 
(ſo much talkt of of late) as 'tis the 
chief thing which the Kingdom wants, 
ſo 'tis heartily deſired of all Good Men; 
and therefore methinks they ſhould joyn 
as one Man in the promoting of it. 
And I wonder how they can call or own 
themſelves the Friends or Diſciples of 
Chriſt, who ſhall ſpeak ill of a Deſign of 
this Nature, or go about to diſcourage 


it ; eſpecially when we conſider how 
much Church and State have ſuffered 
ard are like to do ſo ſtill by the negle# 
thereof, and what grievous Complaints 
are daily made for want of a due Care 
taken about it. | 

Is not this the end of all our ſolemn 
AFs of Worſhip aud Devotion +, ſuch as 
Praying, Preaching, Catechiling, 
ec. and of tbe two great Aan 
Rites of our Religion, viz. Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper? is wot the end, 
I ſay, of all theſe Divine Offices, to a- 
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| mend the Wickedneſs of the World, 


and to introduce Holineſs in the room 
' thereof ? And now I wou'd fain know, 
> how a Chriſtian can Contradi& or Op- 
= poſe any pious and lawful Endeavours 
that are or ſhall be ſet on foot to this 
= purpoſe, without being as Falſe and 
** Treacherows to his Religion, as Judas 
once was to the Author of it. And if 
"= the Methods or Inſtruments hitherto 
= made uſe of, io carry on this truly ne- 
** ceſſary and Chriſtian Work have been 
* judged not ſo proper and expedient as 
| coul be wiſhed, we ought to Inquire 
out and Tmploy others that may do it 
iin a more prudent and effedtual mau - 
ner, without Diſconraging the Attempt 
or ſpeaking ill of the Deſren. 

Ii true, the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
i Faith of the Primitive Church is re- 
= tained and profeſt with greateſt Purity 
ii ours; yet this will not be able to 
do her much Service, while our Man- 
ners are ſo exceedingly corrupt and ge- 
erally cryed out upon ; for after 44 
that can be ſaid one way or other, 
5 there 


The Preface. 


there is no more Religion in tlie 


World, than what is practiſed ; or © i 


Conſcience among Men, than what 7 
makes them fearful of all Sin, and 
binds them up to the ſtriF performance | 


of their Duty, both towards God and ſo 


Man: Al Pretences to Conſcience or 


nor defire others ſbou d be the Better 
for it 2 Wherefore have we ſtood up © 
with ſo much Zeal in its Defence (as 
lately we have done) if we can fit ſtill | 
and ſee it daily affronted and expoſed, 
without being concerned at it, or once 
offering to appear in its Vindication © 
Now tho all Vice is of a ſpreading Þ 
and infetiows nature, yet it becomes 
more 


The Preface. 


more fatally ſo, when it has the Antho. 
J rity and Example of Great Men on 
iti ſide to Conntenance and Encourage 
44 i for this adds a kind of Credit and 
4 _ Reputation thereunto, and makes it 
paſs for currant among the Common 
* ſort of People, who know no better, and 
are wont to plead the Examples of their 
„ | Superiours for their Excuſe and Juſti- 
4 fication. | 
ve But the Vanity of this Plea will, 1 
of 4 hope, be made to appear in the following 
* Diſcourſes, ſuch as they are ; the Suc- 
„% | ceſs whereof I leave to God, heartily 
3 wiſhing it may anſwer the I ious Ends 
and Intentious of their Publication. 
And I heartily pray farther, that 
Jes, hoſe who are concern d in, and wiſh 
top well to a Reformation, would ſet a good 
up | Example to the World in the firſt 
place, by amending what is amiſs in 
* themſelves, and then good hopes they 
#14y have, that God will the ſooner 
hear their Prayers and ſucceed their 
* ladeavonrs towards the Reforming of 
2 9thers, 
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HE Names of High-Church c, 

and Low-Charch taker up of tei 

late amongſt us, what are they but * ref 
Names of Faction and Diviſion, and in 
what end do they ſerve for £ Not of 
that of Religion, be ſure, which dai- Ch 
y ſuffereth and loſeth ground by ſuch cal 
Onchariteble DiftinFions. They wi 
ſerve only to form and diſtingnlſh © 
Parties, widen our Breaches, and 
keep np our Animoſtties, which, God 
knows, ſtand in more need of Leni- Gif 
tives 4 mollifie and heal em, than of Mir. 
Corroſives to enrage and exaſperate Mar 
em. 1 | 
I think it wou be time much bei- + ; 
ter ſpent, to ſtrive to become Good 1. 1. 
Chriſtians in the Boſom of that Church 0 th, 
we hold Communion withal, than to carte 
ſow Seeds of Quarrel and Contention ¶ more 
within her Incloſure. And if we did Se&t 
. but Þ than 


won d much take off fr 


POSTSCRIPT. 


but ſincerely endeavour to do this, it 
om the Rancour 


and Bitterneſs of our Spirits, and be- 
come the moſt EffeFnal Means to Sof- 
ten our Paſſrons, Reconcile our Inte- 


reſte, and Unite all Chriſtians, if not 
in the ſame Communion and Sentiment 


of Things, yet in the Common Bond o 
Chriſtian Charity, which the Apoſtle 
calls the Bond of Perfection; ard 


wit hal is ſo Excellent a Grace, ſo uſe- 
2 ful and neceſſa'y a Duty in one Chri- 


ſtian towards another, that not all 
Knowledge, vor al/ Faith, nor the 
Gifts of Prophecy nor the Power of 
Miracles, or Good Works; zo, ror 
Martyrdom it ſelf in Dying for our 


2 Religion, would be able to profit us with- 
out it, if S. Paul y be believed, 1 Cor. 


I. 13. Aud this I earneſily recommend 
to the ſerious conſideration of our ſeveral 
contending Parties, and ſuch as have 
more Zeal and Heat for a particular 
Set or darling Notion of their own, 
than for our Common Chriſtianity. And 
let em conſider further, that it freni- 


(b) fes 


POSTSCRIPT. | 


fes nothing what Church they are of, bh 
or what Communion they content for, 18. 
while they are deſtitute of the moſt } | 
Neceſſary and Saving Principles of prot 
their Religion, and by their Oncha- 7 and 
ritable Diſputes concerning its minu- ling 
ter Parts and Circumſtances, give oc. Ani. 
caſron to its Adwverſaries to call in que. Loo 
ſtion the Truth of the Whole. J 

There is too much reaſon to ſiſpeët, 
that the little progreſs which Chriſtia- © 
nity has of late made in the World, 
over what it did formerly, is chiefl; 
owine to the il] Lives of its Profeſſors, 
together with tbe quarrelſomre Diſputes 
and Uncharitable Zeal of one Party 
againſt another. This has proved ſo BO 
great 4 Scandal to the World, and] at: 
Prejudice to Religion, that inſtead of 
gaining cver Heathens and Infidels 75 
the Chriſtian Faith, many Chriſtians 
themſelves have been tempted to deny 
the Faith, and turn Infidels both 1 
their Principles and PraGiſe. And 


tho Offences will come, as our Ca- hem w. 
sieur has foretold, yet woe to them ſhe zd. 


by 


* 


POSTSCRIPT. 


* by whom the Offence comes, Matth. 

118. 7. | 

3 I pray Jod of his infinite Mercy to 
of provide a Remedy in time for this Fatal 

bu- and Spreading Miſchief, by Reconci- 

u ling our Differences, Extinguiſhing our 


of, 
or, 


oe. Auimoſities, and giving a Check to the 


ue. Looſeneſs and Infidelity of the Age; or 

7 clſe when the Son of Man cometh 
7 ſhall he find Faith upon the Earth? 
| Luke 18. 8. 
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Right Honourable 


CHARLES 


| Earl of Burlington, &c. 


HE following Diſ- 


courſe is Aud De- 


dicated by the Author; 
who beſeeches Almighty 


A 2 God 


The Dedication. -_ 
God to bleſs his Lord- 3 
ſhip with Health and long an 
Life, with a Liberal and 
Generous Education, with © : 
a Vertnous and Religions * 
Diſpoſition, with all Ac- , 
compilh'd Endowments * 
both Natural and Moral, 
which may render him the 
Foy and Support of his Fa- 
mily, an Honour and Or- 
nament to his Country, 
a ſingular Example of Pru- 
dence and Piety in his 
Conduct, and an happy 
Inſtrument of doing much xx, 
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L T he Dedication. 
| Good in his Generation, 
and becoming fervieeabl: 
both to Church and State; 


th in that Eminent Station 
1 wherein Ged his placed 
C- 8 


him. And, hſtly, tis 
71 prayed, th: at as his Lord- 
be! ſhip advances in Age and 
Experience, he may hap- 
pily avoid all thoſe Rocks 
and Shelves, Ill Cuſtoms and 
Bad Examples 1 mean, on 
| | which lo many hopeful 
| young entlemen have made 
' Ship-wreck both of their 
Honour and Eſtates. 

od : A 2 This, 


T he Dedication. 
This, my Lord, is the 
hearty Prayer and With '— 
of him, who is very Am- o 
bitious of doing | 
A 

Tour Lordſhip ; 


the Beſt Service he is capable of. 


=| 
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i HEN we conſider the ge- 
| neral Corruption of the 
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the {_ PP 
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' DISCOURSE J. 


4 Caution againſt Ill Com- 
' pany; or, A Diſcourſe 
ſbewing the Great Dan= 


er of Converſmg Fami- 
lh with Bad Men. 


Age, and the great Re- 
putation which Vice hath got in a 
Nation E a Religion that 


: moſt ſtrictly forbids, and ſeverely 
' > threatens it, under the higheſt 
and greateſt Penalties that can 


f poſſibly be conceived; we can- 
not but ſtand amazed thereat, and 


A 4 


be ready to caſt about in our ner: 
Thonghts, what ſhould be the oe. ing 
caſion of ſo foul an Apoſtacy, as kee 
that which the Chriſtian World but 
doth at preſent lie under. wit 


And here we need not go far Buſ 
to ſeek for a Reaſon of it, if we and 
conſider how little this Religion is the 
believed by many that make an the 
outward Profeſſion of it, and wear der 


the Livery of Chriſt's Diſciples ; + of 
yet in truth are no better than Pri 
down-right Pagans and Infidels un- like 
der a Chriſtian Name; and who do bot 
it more miſchief upon that ac- 
connt! than all its moſt open and 
allowed Adverſaries among the 
Hcathen. 

For they think it not enough 
fo disbelieve Chriſtianity, and call 
in queſtion the truth thereof, 
meſs they likewiſe decry and 
wn it down, . expoſing its Credit 
by their profane Jeſts, and Athei- 
ſti-al Scoffs, which have more in 


4h::1 of Rudeneſs and ill Man- 
| ners, 
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ners, than of Wit or good Breed- 
ng: Neither are they content to 
keep their Opinions to themſelves, 
but like malicious people infected 
with the Plague, they make it their 
to ſcatter the Venom 
and Contagion thereof where ever 
is they come, and among all people 

they converſe with. And no won- 
deer then, if the Lives and Practices 
of ſuch perſons be as looſe as their 
| and they become a- 
like Dangerous and Debaucht in 


whict. 


3 
= Buſineſs 


Principles, 


| This is a Diſtemper , 
= hath more or leſs infected all 
> ſorts and degrees of Men among 
| eſpecially young Gentlemen 
d Perſons of the cheifeſt Quali- 
ty ; who as ſoon as they are got 
> looſe from Government, and peep 
abroad into the World, are 
= ſently caught up by the Li 
tines of the Age, the great Cor- 
= rupters of Faith Manners , 
ſtand ready to ſeize and make 
Pr V4 | 


re: 
cr- 


who 


E (4) 
Prey of them, or elſe they find 
them out of their owu accord to 


make an Unfortunate Acquaintance 
withal and liſt themſelves into 
their Clubb and Society; where 
they are no ſooner entred, but 
they become loſt, in a manner, to; 
all that is good, hopeful, and 
vertuous, and are in the Highway 
to Ruine and Deſtruction. For 
when once they are engaged a- 
mong this ſort of Men, and have 


been tainted by them; it's a Mi- 
racle if ever they eſcape their 
Hands, or recover themſelves out 
of the Snares and Temptations 
which they have laid for them; 
its very Rare, that we hear of 
wy that do ſo. 


herefore I think it a very cha- 


ritable Office, as well as Incum- 7 
bent Duty, to warn all people, 
Young ones eſpecially, of the Com- 
pany of ſach perſons, and lay 
open the Danger and Infection of 
ſuch Mens Principles and Practices, 

to 
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nd to the end they may avoid them 

4 betimes, and not be drawn away 
to by their III Counſels or Perni- 

nter cious Examples, which are the 


* 


no two main things that corrupt 

br the Minds and Manners of Men, 
ut and prejudice them againſt all that 

.f is Good and Vertuous. To which 


purpoſe, I ſhall take notice, 
1. Of the general Wickedneſs 
of the World, the multitudes of 
* Bad Examples, that are therein. 
2. Endeavour to arm, and for- 
Mi- tiſie you againſt the Danger and 
WI Infection thereof, whenever you 
ſhall have occaſion to come among 
them, and cannot handſomely a- 
void them. 
” 1. I ſhall take notice of the ge- 
neral Wickedneſs that is in the 
World, and the Multitudes of Bad 
im- Examples, which do every where 
Je, abound. 
m- This no Man that knows any 
lay thing of the World can be Ig- 
of norant of neither is it any new 
3 remark 


* 
hs 2 
to * 
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(6) 
remark or obſervation z for the diſco 
Pravity and Corruption of humane and 
Nature hath been the general com- out 
plaint of almoſt all Ages. The ſo c 
Wiſe Men among the Heathen were of t 
very ſenſible thereof, and variouſly Eno 
diſputed the Cauſes of it. The bliſh 
Apoſtle likewiſe took notice of give 
it in his days, when he ſaid, but 
the whole World lyes in Wicked- 7 witt 
eſs, 1. John. 5. 19. and if it did as 
ſo then, we have as. much reaſon can 
for the like Complaint now, on T 
whom the ends of the World are perſ 
come; which are therefore called wit! 


» 


* 


perillows Times, becauſe Iniquity 


off 
ſhall then abound ; according to and 
our Saviour's Prediction, Math. 24, and 
12. | 2 thi 
For thoſe Vices and Immorali- eſ; 
ties, which heretofore fled into ſtia 
the dark, and withdrew them- no; 
felves into the moſt obſcure and and 
retired Privacies, as aſhamed ot the 
the Light and unwilling to be ex- anc 
poſed, have made bare their Face, 


diſ- I 


he 3 


ne 
me 
he * 
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fly | 
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diſcovered an impudent Fore-head, 
and walk daily in Publick with- 


out Diſguiſe. Many Chriſtians live 


ſo open and unconcerned in ſome 
of the fouleſt Sins and groſſeſt 
Enormities, as if Iniquity was eſta- 
bliſnt by a Law, and God had 
given them not only Permiſſion, 


but a Command to vie ſenſuality 
with the Brutes, and to become 


as wicked and ſinful as Sin it ſelf 


ſon can make them. 


on 


are 
ned 
72 


24. 


. 1 


into 


lem ; 


and 


of 


This Age affords abundance of 
perſons metamorphos'd into Beaſts 
without. a Fable, who have caſt 
7 off all that is Modeſt and Man-like, 
and aſpire after ſuch high degrees 
and meaſure of Guilt, as one would 
think the Reaſon of Man, but 
7 eſpecially the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtians, were not capable of. Nature 
now adays IO Jebaveht by Art ; 
| and Men have learnt to improve 
themſelves into a more refined 


ex- and artificial ſort of Guilt then for- 


F "Ace, 


dil, 


mer 
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(3) 
mer Ages, and more innocent 
times have been acquainted with. 
In general, ſo bad is the World, 
that truly Seriovs and Conſcien- 
tious perſons, ſhould they ſtand 
alone, would make but a ſmall and 
indifferent Figure, while Vice 
and Wickedneſs, Lewdneſs and 
Debauchery do every where ſwarm 
with their vaſt Numbers and en- 
groſt Multitudes. 4 
To trace the Sons of Belia! 
throughout all their Turnings 
and Windings, crooked and oblique 
Paths, would be an endleſs thing, 
and ſcarce practicable; conſidering 3 
not only the Vaſtneſs of their Guilt, ? 
but the great Variety and Con- . 
tradiction of their Humours. Some 
Men are Invidiouſly wicked, more 
ſo out of ſpite and oppoſition 
to Vertue, than out of any great 
love they bear to Vice; they 
are afraid of being thought too 
Good amidſt this general Apoſta- % 


cy and Declenſion of the Age, 4 


dent 


Xr1d 
ien- 
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Vice 
and 
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(9) 
and for that reaſon take a Pride 
in being thought worſe that they are: 
E But by this means being Hypocrites in 
Vice, they make themſelves much 
greater Criminals in Religion like- 
2? wiſe. Others again are ſuch profeſt 
2 Patrons of Impiety, that they en- 
deavour what they can to ſpread 
and promote it in the World, 
and give it all the Aſſiſtance and 
Encouragement they arc able; 
as if they intended to make Vice 
gas laſting and durable as Hu- 
mane Nature, by propagating 
inſtances of Guilt and Folly to 
all ſucceding Ages and Generations. 
Now how can we except that 
Virtue and Goodneſs ſhould be 
able to thrive and proſper, when 
St meets every where with ſuch 
multitudes of Enemies, and Oppo- 
ſers; and finds ſo very few 
Friends to take its part or give it 
countenance. To confider what 
Intereſt and Reputation Vice hath 
got in the World, and what 
| Con- 
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Contempt and Reproach a fixt 
and ſteady Vertue is purſued withal 
on all hands, and among all Par- owr 
ties, when it makes againſt their In- of 
tereſt, would almoſt tempt a Se- our 
rious Man to renounce the World, Con 
and retire into Shades and Soli- any 
tude, where there is leſs of Com- tho 
pany, but more of Innocence. over 
And indeed this very Conſideration edne 
among others, gave the firſt oc- et 
caſion to an Anchorite's and Re- 
clauſe ſort of Life; many pious 
and devout perſons retreating 
into Deſerts and Wilderneſſes, on 
purpoſe to fly the Temptations tomi 
of greater Towns and populous Was 
Cities: They choſe rather to bell 
converſe with Beaſts of Gods on Ind 
immediate making, than with ſuchWnd 
as made themſelves ſo, they Ake : 
being the more Monſtrous and\Fetul 
dangerous of the two. game 
But there is no neceſſity for pon 
any to do this; for ſhonld all Hake 
Good Men follow this Expmplcy 
the 


as to Better and Reform it, 
ell by his Example as Doctrine; 
Ind therefore he converſt freely 
Ind publickly 


6 


Z the World would be left to it 
ſelf, 
Zown wickedneſs, without any hopes 
of becoming 
Our 
Command or Encouragement for 
any thing of this nature: 
tho“ in his time the World was 
.Zover-ran with all manner of wick- 
edneſs, both 
Fet he did not turn Hermite, or 
-Fetire abfolutely from the Society 
and Converſation of Men. 
31. 18, 19. For that would have 
pverthrown the great end of his 


to foam and rage in its 


Moreover 
us no 


Better. 
Saviour hath given 


For 


Fewerſh and Pagan, 


Matth. 


Toming into the World, which 
as 


| with all forts, 
Ake a Phyſician among his Patients, 
refuſing none his Company, who 
game with a deſire to learn, or 
pon whom he thought he might 
Make a Cure. 


And 


. 

And herein the Example of 7; 
Chriſt ought to be Matter of 
our Imitation; not to betake our 
ſelves to Deſerts and Solitudes, 
where we ſhall meet with but fer 
Opportunities of doing good; 
but we ſhould publickly endea- 
vour, (we of the Clergy more c/peci- 
ally”) by our ſound Doctrine and 
pious Examples, to promote Re- 
Religion in the World, and to ſtem, 
if poſſible, that Tyde of Wicked- 
neſs, which ſets with ſo ſtrong and 
impetuous a Current, and is in dan- 
ger to carry away Weak and Un- 
wary People with the force and %; 
violence of its Stream. Sho; 

Before I proceed to the Canti- %,,; 
on and Advice I promiſed you 
in this Caſe ; give me leave to 
acquaint you, in the ſecond place, 
in whag ſenſe we may, and may 
not, engage in the Company ot 
Bad Men. 3 

For the better underſtanding o 
this, we muſt conſider that ther: 


( 13) 


is a great deal of difference be- 


Ztween being in the Company of 
Bad Men, and the Keeping of them 
es, company: The former we can 


few never wholly avoid by all our 
1 ; care and induſtry ; for then, as 


the Apoſtle ſaith, we muſt needs go 


ect” ont of the World, 1 Cor. 5. 10. 
and for as long as the World ſtands, 
Re- there will be bad Men of all ſorts ; 
mn and while they live together in 
2 - 


*the World, we cannot always a- 
ind void them be we never fo careful 
dan or defirons of it: For, 
Un. r. Tis impoſſible but that at ſome 
and time or other we ſhall fall into 
, Aheir Company unawares, and a- 
aut gainſt our Wills, when we deſign 
you nothing of it: For where there 
are Good and Bad Men mingled 
Jace, together, it's not to be imagined, 
* but that we ſhall ſometimes light 
y upon the Bad as well as the Good; 

ay, the former is the more likely of 
ng oi the two. becauſe the Wicked in 
mer all Ages have exceeded the Good, 

"= and 


(14 ) BY 
and got the advantage of Numbers | we 
on their ſide. 1 2 len 

24, Our very Callings. and? 
Imployments in the World do 
many times caſt us among all ſorts! 
of Men, and : oblige us to hold |? 
a Civil and Decent Converſation |? 
with them; and this cannot be:“ 
avoided as long as Men keep up, 
Trade and Commerce in the 
World, which engageth them in! 
great variety of Bufineſs and Com- 
pany. | 70" 
34. Tis poſſible we may have 
Friends and Relations of our own, In; 
near Neighbours and Acquain- 
tance, that may be none of the 
molt regular in their Morals, or # 
ſober in their Converſation. Now * 7725 
in this caſe it would be very A 
hard to think we are obliged ei- Ju +” 
ther to a perpetual ſhyneſs, or to- 3% 
tal forbearance of their Company; * 
this would look ſomething Unna- Z, d 
tural, and carry too great a ſhewſ * 

1 | ot 1 8 C 
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Jof Moroſeneſs and ill Nature along 
ers with it. 


\ 4th A good Man may receive 
nd many Kindneſles and good Offices 
do from a bad Men; and in that 
ts Caſe too, Gratitude and Civility 
old /d. oblige him to repay one Kind- 
9 neſs with another ; to acknowledge 


upfhrhen Opportunity ſerves. Now 
the Þ this cannot be done, without 
in ſome [ſort of Correſpondence be- 
on gqween them in the World. 

$ 5th, We may ſometimes go into 
nave Bc Company of Bad Men, or ad- 


n, nit them into ours, out of a deſign, 


chef pf doing if poſlible, ſome good upon 


hem; we may converſe with 
„hem, as a Phyſician converſes 
Now Vith Sick and Diſeaſed Perſons; 
very . as Chriſt did with the | Scribes 
d ei- - nd Phariſes, with Publicans and 
or to- Nianer⸗ ; not out of any fondneſs 
any z gr delight we take in their Com- 
1 Hany; "but in hopes of reclaim- 

offs or working upon them by 


good 


every Man's Civility, and repay it 


- 
. — 
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good Counſel and Advice, if per 
adventure God would give then 
Repentance to the acknowledging of 
the Truth, 2 Tim. 2. 25. 

This indeed is a bleſſed Deſi Ion} 
but which every good Man, tha to 
means well, is not capable of ; Me 
he muſt be a Well-reſolved, Pru-| ' the 
dent and Experienc'd Chriſtian | 7 
that is fit to undertake a deſig} one 
of this Nature, which carries ſq of 
much of danger and hazard along and 
with it; he ought to fortifie him con 
ſelf before. hand with the ſtrongeſf mil 
Antidotes, for fear he ſhould a | 
catch the Infection himſelf, whilÞ the: 
he charitably attempts the Curſſ cide 
of it in others. But however] but 
the thing, in it ſelf conſidereq Del 
cart ies a great deal of GoodnelW can 
and Piety in it, and if undertakeÞ voh 
by Perſons ca pable thereof, mai to 
by the Bleſſing of God and Priff Tra 
dence in the management , ther 
made ule of to very good ends an to v 

pu civil 
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urpoſes, as ſometimes it hath 
— done. 


So that in ſome or all of the 
fore- mentioned Reſpects, tis a 
ſign thing next to impoſſible, wholly 
tha to avoid the Company of bad 
of Men upon one account or o- 

Pru- ther. 
ian! But now, as I ſaid before, tis 
eſigſ one thing to be in the Company 
es {| of bad Men or wicked Perſons, 
along and another thing to keep them 
him company as our Intimate and Fa- 
nge miliar Acquaintance, or ſtrike up 
houlÞ a League and Friendſhip with 
whilf them. The former may be ac- 
Cur cidental and againſt our Wills; 
ever] but this latter muſt be matter of 
dered Deliberation and Choice, and 
odneſ cannot be done without our own 
rtakeÞ voluntary conſent. Tis one thing 
ma to deal with them by way of 
d Prif Trade or Commerce; to repair to 
t, bg them on the account of Buſineſs ; 
ids an to viſit them as a Relation, or be 
puff civil to them as a Friend and 
5 Neigh- 


per 
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Neighbour ; but another thing to bel 
2 3 them in our Boſom, or choole | g ſon 
them for our - conſtant Compani- and 
ons and daily Aſſociates; which a ag 
Man can never do without run rall 
ning a mighty hazard of his Vertue |? Jnfe 
and -Innocency ; and ſuch as no |? Pry 
truly Wiſe or Good Man would Ten 
put to the venture: And there- hop 
fore I ſhall now proceed, in the way 
34. place, to Caution you againſt [Ito 1 
the Company and Converſation om 
of Bad Men, and fortify you [Wea 
againſt the Malignity and Conta- then 
gion thereof; eſpecially ſuch as com 
are publickly Vicious, openly | ſeaſd 
Scandalous and Profane. Now ot i. 
this may be done theſe two ur i, 
ways: 1. by coming among them lit, p, 
as ſeldom as may be: 2d. by poſs 
watching and reſolving before-hand | 


againſt the Danger and Infection, No 
when you cannot always avoid thoug 
their Company. iy: X 
ſc 


1. To prevent the Danger that 


may ariſe from bad Men, the 
beſt 


( 19) 
* beſt way is, if we can do it hand- 
= ſomely, to avoid their Company, 
ni- and come among them as little 
ma as may be: For Abſence gene- 
un- rally is the beſt Antidote againſt 

Infection; and tis both Safe and 
no |} Pradent to withdraw from a 
ald Temptation, when there is little 


re- hopes of avoiding it any other 

way: In ſuch a caſe tis better 
inſt to make an Honourable Retreat 
ion than to hazard our Virtue by a 


Weak and Feeble Defence. Here 
ita- then the advice of the Wiſe-Man 


as comes in, and is moſt proper and 
nly ſeaſonable, Prov. 4. 14. Enter 
Ow Rot into the Paths of the Wicked, go 
wo hot into the Way of Evil Men, avoid 
1em it, paſs not by it; tarn from it and 
by paſs away. 
and | 
ion. Now this Advice will not be 
oid thought over-ſtrift and ſevere, if 
1 ou conſider with me the great 
that Miſchief and Inconveniency, which 


B N CONt- 
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commonly ariſeth from too great it 
a Freedom and Familiarity with ey 
bad Men or Women; for, | fri 
1. There is no hopes of any 
Good to be got among them. 
This is true upon many accounts, 
but more eſpecially with reſpect 
to Religion, which is greatly! 
injur d and obſtructed thereby. Im 
There is no greater hindrance to] to 
the regular Fractice of Religion] wh 
and Picty, than the Converſation] caſi 
of ſuch Men as are prejudicedp 
againſt it: 'Fis fcarce poſſible” 1 
for a Man to be good long, or] lon: 
good to any. purpofe, who enga- eſpe 
getk himſelf too frequently and caut 
familiarly among the vain and hav: 
looſer ſort of People. For Ex ſhip, 
ample is very prevalent, and car tract 


ries a mighty ſtroak and influenci into 

along with it, either to excite ta beco 

Virtue, | or tempt to Vice; buf al.) 

Vice in many reſpects hath th very 

advantage over Virtue, in tha futus 
- 5a | 
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at it hath our corrupt Natures, and 

th þ evil Inclinations to back and be- 
|Þ friend it. 

: 


* 


z 


ny . Company is a Mold that is apt 
em.] to faſhion the Manners of thoſe 
nts, that are caſt into it: An intimate 
pect Converſation with bad Men is like- 


atly 5 ly to ſtamp our Minds with ill 


eby. ] Impreſſions, and form our Natures 


e to] to bad Cuſtoms and vicious Habits, 
gion! whoh are quickly learnt, but not fo 
ation}, caſily forgot or worn out again. 


dl 


hcedF 


2 


ble Therefore it concerns all Per- 
eO p {ons 5 but young people more. 


engs. eſpecially, to be very ſhy and 


.  andÞ cautious of their Company; to 
and have a mighty care what Friend. 
r Ex] ſhips and Acquaintance they con- 
1 cat tract at their firſt ſetting out 
uence into the Wor Id, | whatPerfons they 
ite ta become Intimate and Familiat with- 
bu al.] Becauſe this is a Matter of 

th th{ very great importance as to the 
n tha future Conduct of their Lives : yes 
iþ B 2 many 
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many times their Well-doing in both . 
Worlds doth in a great meaſure be | 
depend upon the Prudence of their 
choice herein in this reſpeF. They 
ſhould then chooſe their Acquaint- | 
ance by the Advantages they hope 
to receive from them in point of « 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, Virtue | 
and Goodneſs; and not merely 
to gratify a vain, light and fro- 1 
thy Humour, which yet is the | 


chief thing in Converſation that : 4 
takes moſt with the Preſent Age. gro 
A Humour very inconſiſtent with day 


the Gravity and Seriouſneſs of the: 
Chriſtian Principles, unſuitable to he 

that Pious and Devout Frame off. 
mind, which ariſeth from an A w- 
ful Senſe of God and Religion, and 
which ought to be continually Þ 
upon our Minds, and is made by 
the wiſe: Man the , firſt beginning iv. 
or ſtep to Wiſdom and Knowledge, ig g. 
Prov. 9. 10. The fear of the Lord] our 
is the beginning of Wiſdom, and the 4 TEE 
knowledge. of the Holy is. underſtand- is] 


$31 #5 75 : 


C. 433 


th ing Job. 28. 28. Ani unto May 
4 | be ſaid, betol4 1 of the Lord, 


" that is Wiſdom, and to depart Hon 
evil 5s Underſtanding. 


Pe Þ® The End therefore of Conver- 
ſation is not ſo much to (port 
and pals away our time ima vain 
ly Þ fooliſh and unprofitable manner, 


x 3 4 22 


0 ] 23 to redeem it for the improving 
* our ſelves and others in true Wit' 
at 


dom and folid Virtue, for the 
ge.] growing Wiſer and Better every 
ith day than other. The Company 
therefore of ſuch Men is moſt to 
: be valued and ſought after, which 
conduceth more immediately to this 
: þ pl and Excellent End: And 
tho be true, that Mirth and 
: | Checrfi Incſs are ſometimes nge 
| | ſary and convenient to relax bas 
divert our Minds, ev-1 15 ne 
is to reliſh our Mat 4:1 keen ) HD 
| our Appetite ; yet innocent Mirth 
is infinitely preferable to that which 
ane” | is. light and frothy, lewd and pro- 
ing, B 3 fane; 


a 


a r 
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fane; and the pleaſure conceived 
in the Society of Wiſe and Good © C 
Men is of all others the moſt Sa- Þ 2 s 
tisfactory and Delightful to a vir- Þ dov 
tuous and well-diſpoſed- Mind and | fate 
is ſuch as leaves no Remorſe or | tall 
Sting of Guilt behind it. and 


That which is commonly call'd þ {ati 
good Company in the Language | Per 
of good Fellows, experience tells the 
us, is none of the Beſt : For they Sen 
teach us not to improve, but to | to 
laviſh away and miſpend our ef 
time, and with it very often our t 
Health, Eſtate, and Reputation to | for 
boot; ſo that not only ſingle per- Þ ee 
ſons, but ſometimes whole Fami- anc 
lies ſuffer thereby, and rue the or 
miſerable Effe&s of ſuch Mens | wt 
Converſation. For, alas, what is the 
there to be got or learnt among | ke 
them, but a great deal of ill, that J fat 
muſt be unlearnt again, and deep“ 
ly repented of, if ever we would 
grow good and ſet up to be ſe⸗ 
rious. Can 
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Can it be any pleaſure to 


! a good Man, to hear Men run 


4 4 


down Virtue and Religion at that 


tate as many do? to heat them 


talk irreverently of their Maker, 


and contemptuouſly of all ſuch as 
| endeavour to be like him. What 


: ſatisfaction can it be to a ſober 


perſon, to hear Men fly out into 
the laviſh commendations of a 
Senſual and Debauch'd Lite, or 


to become the avow'd Advocates 
of Sin and Vice? What delight is 
it to have our Ears grated with 
formidable Oaths and Curſes upon 


every little Emotion of Paſſion, 
and ſometimes upon none at all, 
or to behold them ' Quarrelling 
with thoſe that will not bear 
them company in 
heights and exceſſes of Intempe- 


all their 


fance 2? 
He that can think this to be Pleg- 


furs or Good Company, may as 
B 4 well 
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well call Darkneſs Light, and Light ner 
Darkneſs, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Þ gy. 
Iſaiah 5. 20. that is, give the Þ te 
Name of one Contrary to ano- be 
ther; and with ſuch ſort of good ſtaę 
Company Hell it ſelf is like to and 
be throngd and crouded, and ] vin. 
can afford him enough thercof, No 
if no other canepleaſe him. N 


2d. Inſtead of receiving any Þ ble 
Good by ill Company, we are in ] (ati, 
danger to receive a great deal of Þ ,Q,; 
Harm, and be ſet a great way back : 9 7 
in a Virtuous and Religious courſe Þ por 
of Life. For ſuppoſe a Man dy 
ſhould reſolve never ſo ſeriouſly I heer 
to take up and amend the former 
wickedneſs of thisLife,or to live more 
ſtrict and cautious for the future; Ft, 
yet if he doth not refrain from Ipreju 
III Company, and take up a re- great 
ſolution againſt them, he can ne- ſigio 
ver hope to be good long, nor hope 
avoid thoſe, Snares which will be ns! 
laid for him: Nay, let him be erte 

G never Þ 


( 


never ſo conſtant to the Religi- 
S, Þ ous uſe of the Means, yet their ſub- 
he Þ tle and malicious Inſinuations will 
O- Þ be able to ſpoil all, enough to 
od | ſtagger the firmeſt 'Reſolutions, 
to Þ and render all the methods of Di- 
nd Þ vine Grace vain and ineffeQual : 
of, | | No Counſel nor Reproof; no 
| Inſtruction nor Advice; neither 
| Sermons nor Sacraments will be a- 
Ny Þ ble to prevail againſt the Temp- 
2 tations of bad Men, or take effect 
ot Þ againſt the force and influence of 
ack Þ a Corrupt and Vicious Example. 
arſe For the Sons of Belial ſtand rea- 
dy to undo all that ever hath 
been done by the motion of God's 
Spirit within, or the inſtruction of 
ore his Word without us: Tis their 
ure; buſineſs and delight to corrupt and 
rom prejudice one another againſt the 
rc- great and weighty Truths of Re- 
ſieion; to ſuppreſs and ſtifle all 
hopeful Beginnings and Ditpoſiti- 
: ns to Virtne in thoſe they con- 
verſe, withal; to laugh and jeer 
; OY 5 the.n 


lever 


(8) 
them out of thelr moſt Serions On 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions, and by F ha 
wrong Names and reproachful . 
Terms, to put people, if poſſible, 
but of conceit with their 4 
And I ſuppoſe, I may have the Þ Co 
experience of ſome of my Rea 
ders to confirm the Truth of what] 28 
1 fay. 12 


Let a Man begin to take up Þ Wy 
and grow Serious, and they will Chr. 
preſently conclude he is Mclancko ; hath 
ly and Moroſe; if he ſcruples a on 
compliance with their Follies and nee 
Extravagances, he 1s then Nice and 
Preciſe; "if he makes a more then BY 
ordinary Profeſſion of Virtue and ho 
Godlinefs, and lives a Devout, hem 
Regular, and well- ordered Life, chen How. 
preſently he paſſes for a Fanatict, Hub. 
or ſome ſuch thing. Which laſt, era 
let me tell you by the Way” is a ot 
mighty Reproach and Scandal to 
our Church; as if they, whom! 
they call by that Name were BM ey. 
only? 


( 29”) | 
nl rſons in the World that 
ave J Shew or Senſe of Religi- 
on ; or that none could be Serious, 


Hul“ but he muſt preſently deſert our 
ble, 5 Communion, and liſt himſelf into a 
Ai Contrary Party : When, as God 
the be praiſed, we have in our Charch 
Lea as many Helps and Encourage- 
hat ments to become Religious and 
Devout, as there are to be found 
any where elſe throughout the 

a Þ Chriſtian World. And it any cauſe 
will Þ hath been given for the foremen- 
cho: * tioned Charge, it hath been occaſi- 
and ened , through, the lewd. and of, 
and |fenfive Behaviour of this . fort of 
ben en e have been ſpeaking of ; 
hen who tho they arc pleaſed to own 
and hemſelves of our Communion, and 
dus how themfelves ſometimes in our, 
me FPublick Aﬀſemblics, ſet arc meer 
PC": Ftrabigers to all Religion,” and know 
ia g bot what Reverence and Deyotion 
do pate, Such Men can be 10 grear 
1 By Credit to any Church or ning 
the 6 FF; Wall: pen themiclves "_ 


( 39. ) 
and therefore to what pur pofe 
ſhould we be fond of them: Nay, 
if ſuch Rotten Members were cut 
off from the Body of the Church, 
I dare ſay ſhe would be no Loo. 
er by it; Religion I am cer- 
tain would not, which hath  ſuf- 


ferd ſo much already on their ac-- Þ 


count. 


But to proceed; the Strictneſs { 
and Rem ularity of a Holy Life ought Þ i 
e confined to a particular 

Party, much leſs charg'd as a Re- 


not to 


proach upon any. For Holineſs is 


the Doctrine and Deſign. of the 


Goſpel, the chief End and Aim of 


our Chriſtian Profeſſion, which be- 
longs in common to all that own 
themſelves Chriſtians ; and then 
why not to ottr Church. and Commu- 
nion among the Teſt.? Such Men 
therefore may as well charge the] 


very Profeſſion of Religion with be- 
ing Fanatical' and Preciſe, as the 


Practise of it ; and I am, ſure noÞ 
= Man 


191 — 


| ( 31 ) 


ec Man will adventure to do either, 


7, Þ but. ſuch as are Enemies to both, 
vt and would gladly bring all Religi- 
h, on into contempt. 

1 

r- Þ And this, I fear, is at the bot- 


af- tom of ſuch. Mens Deſis igns 5 who 
c-- Þ having no Religion of their OWN, 

| have but little Kindneſs for it in 

others; and therefore by calling 
e(s J things by. wrong Names, .and giv- 
ght ing them Reproachful Terms, endea- 
ular Þ vour to prejudice them againſt all 
Re- that is good and Serious. 


8 1s 

the Þ Wherefore, in the 3d place, 

m of. 

be- 3d: We ought to avoid the Com- 
own] pany of bad Men, as the great In- 
then ſtruments and Agents which the. 


mu- wicked one makes uſe of to ruine. 


Men] and deſtroy Souls. 

e the 

th be- There are a great many Tempters 
s the) in the World - beſides the Devil, 


re no and ſuch are little leſs Enemies to. 


Mark the 
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3 
the Souls of Men, than he is, who 
engage in the ſame Cauſe, and ſet 
on foot the ſame Pernicious De- 
ſigns againſt God and Religion as 
he doth. Were it not for them the F 
Devil could not make ſo many Pro- 
ſelytes ; neither would he be capa- | 
ble of doing ſo much Miſchief in] 
the World as commonly he doth - F 
Bat tis the Debenched and Lewder Þ 
ſort of Men, which eſpouſe his In- 
tereſt, and plead his Cauſe, and act] 
his Part; and that much more ef- 
fectually, than otherwiſe he himſelf ! 
would be able to do. For ſhould! © 
that evil Spirit ſhow himſelf in his Ius te 
own. Colours, or appear openly in EDeg, 
a Temptation, he would be more ture“ 
likely to Scare from it, than Allure N Snare 
to it: But now wicked Men are Adve 
cloathed in our Nature, and endu- hy : 
ed with like Paſſions and Affections . 
with our (elves, we converſe more | 
freely and familiarly wirh them; 
and by this means they are apt to ſhe 
ſurpriſe us unawares, and to Set | 

N with- 


{et 


himſelf , | 
| Earth, ought to be dreaded and 
| abhorr'd by us as the avow'd Ene- 
my of Mankind, as the Envier of 
their Happineſs, and Promoter of 
their Ruine; then for the ſame rea- 
ſon, we onght to be no leſs afraid 
of his Factors and Inſtruments that 
are abroad in the World, and im- 
| ploy'd by him to carry on his De- 
ſign. 


C339 


within us, when we leaſt ſuſpect 
them. Now ſurely, if the Tempter 
were he Viſible upon 


Doth it not therefore concern 


us to oppoſe our ſelves againſt all 
Deſigns and Attempts of this na- 
ture, to avoid thoſe Nets and 
Snares, which are laid by the great 
Ad verſary of Souls, 
ſhy and cautions of his Agents and 
Emiſſaries, as we would be of the 
- FTempter himfelf, ſhould he come 


and to be as 


and ſet upon us in an open man- 

ner, as once he did upon our Bleſ- 

ed Saviour ? bh 
There- 


( 34 y 


Therefore when we obſerve, how 
forward ſome Men. are to entice 
others to Sin, and draw them into 
a Temptation, ought we: not to 
be as carneſt in calling them back, 
and forewarning them of the Dan- 
ger, if poſſible to reſcue them 
out of. the Snare of the Devil, and Þ 
ſave thoſe that are ready to pe- 
riſh 2 Shall Bad Men make it their 
Buſineſs to endanger Souls, and bring . 
them into the ſame Guilt and Con- 
demnation with themſelves ; and 
ſhall We, who are entruſted with the 
care of them, tamely look on, and hold 
our Peace for fear of diſobliging 
and giving Offence ? Shall they 
take ſo much pains, and ule fo ma- 
ny Arts to croud Hel! and fill up] 
the place of Torments; and ſhall we 
be at none at all to prevent theit Fl; 
Deſi gns, and pull them as Fire- brand. 
out of the Fire? Jude. 23. Surcly the 
Souls of Men are little bcholdingF 
to us, if we have not as much Cou- 

rage 


(3s) 


rage and Reſolution in our Endeg- 
ww | vours to Save them, as wicked Men 
ice have in their attempts to Ring 
ito them; eſpecially conſidering, 2hey 
to Ie our Flock, and part of our Charge 
ck, [committed to us by God, and for 
an- rhich We azuſt be acconntable ano— 
em er day. Have we not therefore 
ind as much reaſon to appear Zealous 
pe- in a good Cauſe, as any Man can 
heir have, to grow Bold and Confident 
ring In a lad one? And if this be not 
*on- [Enough to excuſe our Zeal and juſti- 
and ge our molt Fervent Endeavours 
the Nis way, we will ſet down content- 
hold Hdly under the worſt of their Re- 
ging roaches, and ſet as light by them, 
they they uſually do by our Inſtructi- 
ma- In and Reproof. | 
1/4 710 Nan. 10 
| we And ſo much for the firſt Gene- 
their 3E Namely, that if we would a- 
randibid the Danger of Ill Company, 
y the muſt come among them as ſcl- 
5d ing m as may be. But | 
, Cour | 
rage | 2aly. 
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(36) 
.2dly. But becauſe I have ſhewdÞ xr 
you before, we cannot always a- Þtheij1 


void the Converſation of IIl Men ſtand 
we muſt endeavonr to arm and for-Bup a 
tife our ſelves againſt the Danger Yon 
and Infection thereof when at any Dece 
time they may lye in our way andÞyhat 
we ſhall have Occaſion, as ſome-Fif on 
times we may, to converfe with Bend | 

them, 


2 know 

give 

Now my Advice in this caſe, Snow 
hall be this; * when er, find be wit 
your ſelves engaged in any Compamſnany 
which you have reafon to ſuſpect aſereſt 


none of the- beſt, be cantious 0 
Two things : 


1ſt. Not to take their Connſcl a 
comply with their Examples in « | 
Daw i that is ill. | The 


ther! 


24. Thlnk never the worſe of Relig! ere 
on for their Scoffing and mating Reſolu 
Mock of it. hen < 


( 37 ) 


d r. If you cannot wholly avoid 
a- Þtheir Company; yet be ſure to 
len] ſtand upon your Guard, and take 
for-Jup a Rewlution not to Comply be- 
ger yond the bounds of Innocence and 
any Decency. Stir not a foot beyond 
and hrhat is Lawful and Expedient ; for 
me- if once you come to quit your Poſt, 
with Band paſs your Bounds, you will not 
know where to ſtop, nor when to 
give over. For Company is ac- 
caſe now ledg d to be a very tempting and 
. findoÞ@þbewitching thing ; it makes Men do 
panſſany things both againſt their In- 
ct Mercſt ind Inclination, and which 
us 0Þtherwiſe they would not have done 
Put out of Compliance to their 
ompany, and becauſe they would 
ſel hot be thought n ſociable. 


1 4% 


Therefore abundance of Caution 
nd Prudence is neceſſary to be us d 
cre ; a great deal of Courage and 
eſolution to reſiſt a Temptation 
hen once you are engaged among 
em. Tis an eaſy matter to ſwim 
1.3 down. 


Reli 
ing 


( 38 ) 
down the Stream, or be carried a 


way with a Croud ; but to bear up 
againſt the one or the other, hi. | 


in th 


TIbour, hoc opus, this is the harde(PÞþ 
and moſt difficult task of all: An! 5 
yet this is abſolutely neceſſary for 
Chriſtian, who would keep cloſe tq; 
his Duty, and lead his Life agree 
ble to the Principles and Obligati | 
ons of his Proteilion. He will 9 
ſure to meet with many Temptati 
ons and Diſcouragements in the pur 
fuit and progreſs of a Virtuou 
Life, which he muſt before-han 
arm himſelf againſt : He muſt rc 
ſolve to bear np under all Opp 
ſition with a Mind hardned again 
Reproach, and be prepared with h 
Saviour to ſuffer the ſcorn and co 
tradition of Sinners. rather tl F 
grow weary and faint in his Mind... 

for he that doth ſo is very unfit t pf 
engage in this Warfare. 


Sometimes they will upbraid Y0 


with Singularity,and object Preciſen- 
| 


( 39 ) 


_Finthecaſe. This, Iconfeſs, in little 
and unneceſſary things is an Argu- 
LY ment of Folly and Affectation; but in 
pic point of Virtue and Religion, tis a 
det Token of deep Thought and ſerious 
\ Reflection. Some people love to 
2! Je ſingular in particular Modes and 
ſe t aſhions, which they envy to the 
--"WVulgar, and hate when they grow 
. ommon; why then ſhould that be 
1 "Keccounted a fault in Religion, which 
hey think to be none at all in 


ptat! 
- PUWPride and Vanity ? 


tuo 
han 
iſt re 
Oppe 
19210 
ith h 
0 CO! 
r th 
Mind 
unfit | 


But if the Practice of Religion be 
ngular, pray who are they that 
ake it ſo? or who are to be bla- 
ed for it? Did all thoſe who own 
emſelves Chriſtians live up to 
hat they have ſolemnly Bound 
d Engaged themſelves by their 
apt i mal Vow and Promiſe, the pra- 
ce of Chriſtianity would be no 
nger Singular, but as Univerſal 
id Extenſive as the very Name and 
ofeſſion of it: And ſo it was 85 

| the 


aid ve 
cient 
| 


( 
the Primitive Times, the fight of z;z 
a Proſligate and Debaucht Chri- the 
ſtian was as rare and ſingular then aff ceſſ 
tir common and uſual among us now.] ſo 
But Virtue and Goodneſs muſt b:Þ caſe 
charged with Singularity, as long a you 
the greateſt part of the World yes in 
Wickedneſs, 1 John. And if evcÞ cent 
Singfilarity be juſtifiable and praiſcÞ kno 
worthy, tis in being ingularly Goolf com 
and Virtuous, in excelling the gef affro 
nerality of mankind, in deſpiſinq on: 
the World, the vain Cuſtoms an depr 
lewd Examples thereof and in !iÞther 
ving blameleſs and harmleſs, as thÞthe c 
Sons of God, without rebuke, in th Man. 
midſt of a crook'd and perverſe Ge 

neration, Phil. 2. 15. And he th 
in this caſe is aſhamed or afraid t 
be thought ſingular, can nevſhes e 
hope to make up one of Chriſt's li coil o 


tle Flock, but muſt expect his Fatiflelyes 
among tlie common Herd. 

Lat 2d, 

Perhaps, on the other hand, Wnto t. 

may be judged Rudeneſs and: Inciifver th 


ö 


( 41) 


t ot tity, when in company not to do as 
bri-F they do, eſpecially as to the Ex- 
n 4 ceſles of Meats and Drinks: but why 
no. ſo 2 If there be any Rudeneſs in the 
t beÞ caſe, it lyes on their ſide, not on 
ours, in preſſing you beyond the 
of what is Modeſt and De- 
cent, Safe and Convenient : And I 
ile know no Rudeneſs or. Incivility 
comparable to that, which openly 
Jaffronts God and his Laws on the 

on2 hand, and which beſots and 
depraves Humane Nature on the o- 
ther; the one makes us Beaſts, and 
the other Devils in the Figure of a 
Man, { 


And thus 'tis no hard matter to 
ut by all the Scoffs and Reproa- 
hes of bad men, and make them re- 
{coil on the firſt Aggreſſours them- 
ſelves. | 


24, When you chance to happen 
and, Wato the Company of bad Men, ne- 
a er think the worte of Religion, « 

1 : 0 


CF 
be put out of conceit with your Du- 
ty, for any thing they {hall ſpite. 


fully object or profanely alledge a- 


gainſt it: But in the 


1. Firſt place, Take your mea- 


ſures of Religion, not from the O- 


pinions of Men or Example of the 


Multitudes, but from the Records of 
Holy Scripture, where alone it is to 
be found pure and uncorrupt : 


free from all thoſe groſs Mixtures ] 


and Allayes wherewith Ill Men, for 


their own private Ends, have cor- 


rupted and debaſed it: Where you 
will find Religion to be quite ano- 
ther thing from that which is com. 


monly talkt of and practiced in the 


World ; that the ſervice it requires 
from us is reaſonable ſervice, ſuch as 


becomes Rational Creatures to pay] 


to their wiſe and great Creator ; 


that its Commands are Holy, Juſt, th 
and Good, tending in their own na- 
tore to the Happineſs and Perfecti-· 


on of ours. In a word, that tis the 
Eter- 


( 43 ) 
)u- Eternal Truth and Wiſdom of God, 
ite- Þ that never alters or changes with 
a- the Faſhions of the World, which ſoon 
| paſs away, nor with the Fancies or 
Opinions of Men, which common- 
1ca-Þ ly wait upon their Intereſt, and are 
- O-Þ ſubſervient to their Luſts and Paſ- 
the ſions. 


is to! The Principles of Religion as 
apt; contained in the Sacred Oracles, 
ures] like God himſelf, who is the Au- 
fort thor of them, admit of no varia 
bleneſs or ſhadow of turning ; for 
what is once a Truth in Religion, 
always is and will be ſo. 


| It hath been an uſual practice 
in all Ages to ſet on foot and cry up 
thoſe Doctrines and Opinions, 
which ſuit moſt with Mens corrupt 
Appetites and Inclinations, with 
their Secular Intereſt and Advan- 
"Ftage ; and on the other hand, to 
bring thoſe into Contempt and Re- 
proach with mo people, which 
: at 


( 44 ) 


at any time run croſs. and counter 
to their Deſigns ; whereot the pre- 
ſent Age is a deplorable Inſtance, 
in reſpe& of thoſe looſe and per- 
niciom Dofrimes, which are taken up 
and pleaded for by the Libertines of I Han- 
the Age, who are impatient of all F,,, 1, 
Reſtraint, and would be under no I perf. 
Government, but that of their Slaviſh Bj,..1, 
Luſts and Domincering Paſſions. 


2s it 
to fi 
wha 


nor. 
ay 


orati 


e 
But this ſhifting of Principles, or T 


and turning about with every Wind oo R 
Doctrine, is like to be not only g Preju 
Scandal to, but the Ruine of, alle! 
Religion; for if once we come tofG, 1, 
meaſure Good and Evil, to judgtÞh..e., 
of Truth and Errour, by Mens private by 
Intereſt, or Enthuſiaſtick Conccitſſ,,.. ; 
on the one hand; or by the Publici | 
Affronts and Reproaches which ar Ag; 
caſt upon them on the other, who; + 
muſt immediately diſcard, not onlſhe m 
Reveal d, but Natural Religion In it; 
and reduce the Principles of bodfnore 


into ſo ſmall and narrow a compal: re of 
= 1 


( 49 ) 


Ker Pos it will be a hard matter at laſt 
TC- | to find ont, either what is Truth or 
Ke, what is Religion. We muſt then 
per- not only part with our Bibles, but 
| UP Flay aſide our Reaſon and Under- 
Of anding too; and ſuffer our ſelves, 
| all Ito be put upon by every deſiguing 
no perſon, or confident Impoſer, who 
viſh Ihath a turn to ſerve, or a Luſt to 
. gratifie. This, I ſay, would be the 
Miſchievous Conſequence of judging 
of Truth, eſpecially the Great Truths 
nd offlcf Religion, by the Opinions and 
ly *DPrejudices of Men, rather than by 
F, allfne known Rule and Standard of 
© to Oed, Word; a Rule fo ſtreight and 
judge erfect, as cannot warp,and will not 
rrvatF: byaſt for any Intereſt or Adyan- 


nceits ige in the World. 
ublick 


h ar 
r, W 


ples, 


Again, on the other hand, do 
ot think the better of Vice for 
t online multitudes of thoſe that engage 
igion Yn it; nor conceive it one whit the 
i botnore Creditable for the name or lu- 
mpalYtre of a great Example, how Emi- 

. nent 


C2 
nent or Conſpicuous ſo ever. Vice 
is never the more to beembrac'd for 


the number of its Flatterers and Ad- 
mirers, nor Virtue to be diſpiſed 
and had in conte npt on the account 
of the Paucity or Meanneſs of 
thoſe that ſtand up and appear F 
publickly in its defence. For the 20/7 F 
Choice, and go the 


make the worſt 
wrong way; the greateſt Company 


both for Number and Quality, tis | 


tobe fear'd, will be found travelling 
in the broad Road that leads to 


and narrow Way is but little fre- 
quented, and 


13, 14. 


24. Conſider tho' Religion and 
meet 
with that Eſteem and Veneration 
which is due unto them; yet this Þ 
is certain, they never yet Were 
ad judg d Scandlalous in the World. 
and Profanenels Þ 

have 


Virtue may not always 


as Irreligion 


Deſtruction; while the ftreight Path 


there be that find 
ze, ſaith our Saviour, Matth. 7. 


(47) 
have always been: Yea, thoſe very 
or & Men who could never be reconci- 
d- led to it in their own Perſons, 
4 have Rever'd and Honour d it in 
mt | the Perſons of Good Men; and 
of þ they that think otherwiſe have had 
car | the Suffrage of the Generality of 
ot: mankind in all Ages to Refute and 
the | contradict them. 


tis | Alas! the Senſual and Vicious 
ing are not competent Judges in Reli- 
to gious matters; the carnal man diſ- 
%%% ens mot the things of the Spirit, 
fre- faith the Apoſtle, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned ; and not to be 
judged of by the Rules and Max- 
ims of worldly Wiſdom, ſenſual In- 
tereſt, or carnal Policy. The minds 
of Sinners are darkned through the 
| blindneſs that is in theme the Diſ- 
order of their Paſſions, and the Fumes 
of their Luſts and Intemperance 
caſt a Miſt before their Eyes, 
and cloud their Underſtandings , 
| whereby they. are unable to diſcern 
F 83 the 


(48) 
the great Truths of God 1n their 
own proper and natural light ; in 
which reſpe& their Wiſdom is by 
the Holy Ghoſt: adjudg'd Fooliſb- 


eſs, 1 Cor. 19. and their Pra- 


ctice Madneſs, Eccles. 9. 3. 


Now would any Man go to a 
Fool to learn what is Wiſdom, or to 
4 mad man, what is ſound Fude- Þ 
ment and QOnderſtanding ? ſo inf 


this. caſe, ſhall we go to the wil 
ed and debaucht part of Mankind to 
learn what is Religion, or to the 


worldly and ſenſual to inſtruct us in 
the things of the Spirit, or teach us 


the deep things of God? 


Methinks tis a ſtrange and won- 
dertul Contradiction to hear Chriſti- 
ans ſet light by Chriſtianity, and 
talk againſt it at that rate as many 
do ; to hear them quarrel with and 
reproach the ſtrictneſs of that Reli 
gion, which they themſelves do 
own as to the name and profeſſi 
on 


feſſoi 
quen 
| 

| 5 
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Ir on of it at leaſt, and would make 


in Fus believe they hope one day to 


Y 
7 
a- 


be Saved by. As if a Man was to 


be thought worſe of for being that 


in good earneſt, which they them- 
ſelves pretend to be in jeſt; or that 
Falſhood and Treachery were to 
de adjudg d no Crimes in Religion, 
which yet are univerſally condem- 
ned as baſe and willanous in all other 


inſtances thereof, This is a Degree 
of Guilt peculiar to Chriſtians : Men 
of no other Sect or Perſwaſion (that 
| know of) ever ſtood publickly 


charg'd with expoſing their Religi- 
on, and rallying the Doctrines 
and Principles thereof, as the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity have fre- 
- quently done. 

Hard therefore hath been thy Eu— 
tertainment, 
Vi every A. 
i-þ be thus wilify 4 and reproach'd, aflront- 


| Bleſſed Feſus, which 


Age thou. haſt met withal, to 


ed and diſhonour d, not ſo much by 


—_ 


Friends 


ef avow'd Enemies, as by thy. falſe 
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Friends and treacherous Diſciples - 


And no lefs Hard hath been the Fate 
of thy moſt excellent Religion; that 
an Inſtitutton ſo Divine in its : 


Principles, ſo noble in its _, 
and fo excellent in all its Parts; 


Religion that is ſo great a F ot 


to the Camfort of a Man's Lite here, 


and his everlaſting Happineſs here- i; 


after, ſhould yet be run down by 


every Bold and Trifling Wit, . 
treated after the moſt Unworthy 
and Diſingenuous manner by e . 


very perſons, who have 4 and 


ſworn all Obedience thereunto; and Þc 


to doit, as ſome have done, with a 
Spite and Malice infinite beyond 


that of a Jew, and exceeding the i 


Birbarity of a very Heather. 


A piece of Guilt this is, which i: Þ: 
too big for Expreſſion, too black By 
for Excuſe, and no doubt will at 
laſt meet with a Puniſhment wor- 
thy of it. And therefore of ſuch 


Mens Company and Converſation 
vou 


© 


„you cannot be too Shy, nor too 
ate | Cautious : My Soul, come not thou 
ut into their Secrets, unto their Aſſem- 
blies be not thon united, Gen, 49. 
as, Þ 6. 


nd | 'Tis every ones Intereſt then who 
rc, Þ hath any reverence for Religion, 
re- any regard to or belief of a Fu- 
by re State, to be aware of ſuch 
and Þ Men and their Communication, as 
thy they would of Poyſon in their meat 
aole and drink; to take heed of being 
and tainted by "their ill Principles and 
and corrupt Practices, whereby they 
thaſlye in wait to deceive, and endea- 
ond our to make Others as bad as 
the themſelves, and by both to ruine 
and deſtroy Souls. And for this 
reaſon we cannot be too earneſt 
ich is ud follicitous in preſſing upon 
black you the Advice of the Wiſe Man, 
ill at Prov. 1. My ſon, if ſinners entice 
wor-Whee, conſent thou not > walk not 
uchi in rhe way with them; refrain 


ſation; foot from their path e for, Chap 
Yu 3 
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5. 5. Their end is bitter as worm- || __ 
wood, as ſharp as a two-edged Sword : | 
their Feet go down to DEATH, 1 


their Steps take hold of HELLF 


Fires, 
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L every one that nameth the Name 
of Chriſt depart from Iniquity. 


O paſs over the Connection of 
| the Words, I ſhall confider 
them as a diſtinct and entire Pro- 
poſition by themſelves ; the full 
enſe and meaning whereof I ſhall 
give 


( 54 ) 


give you, in the opening of theſe 
following Particulars. 
1. What is here meant by amine Þ 
the Name of Chriſt. 
2. What we underſtand by Iniqui- 
ty, or in what Senſe it is here taken. 
3. Lay before you the Obligation 
that lies upon all Chriſtzans to the gui 
practice of this Advice of the A- 
poſtle in the Text, namely, to reper! 
of and forſake all Sin as much as it 
is poſſible. | 
4. The uſeful Improvement we 
ought to make of the whole. 
1. What is here meant by naming Þ£ 
the Name of Chriſt. 
Briefly, as the Name of Cbriſ U 
is ſometimes uſed in Scripture for NV 
his Faith and Doctrine, as appears 
from ſeveral Places in the A&s and 
other Paſſages of Holy Writ ; ſo to 
name the Name of Chriſt may ſigni- 
fie one or both of theſe Things; 
either to make profeſſiom of his Faith Þ 
and believe the Truth of his Doctrine H. 
as laid down and revealed in the? 
Goſpel: 


8 


e Goſpel : Or elfe it may imply our 
being denominated, or receiving our 
„ Appellation from his Sacred Name ; 
and ſo comprehends all thoſe who 
„- have the Name of Chriſt impoſed 
-n, upon them, and wear it as their 
-14 proper Badge and Symbol to diſtin- 
the guiſh them from the reſt of the Pro- 
X. tane and Unbelieving World. 
ent In ſhort , hereby is meant All 
« it | [hoſe who are called Chriſtians ; 
who have been Baptized into the 
we Name and Faith of Chriſt, been 
Inſtituted and Brought up in the 
ning Nrowledge and Belief of his Re- 
ligion. All which are here meant 
"brif by the Apoſtle, and obliged in 
fort Nirtue of this Name to Depart from 
pears al Iniquity. 
and Now as to ame the Name of 
o to Tit, taking it for the Profeſſz- 
ſigni- Nr of his Faith, is a Chris 
ings; Duty, ſo to be Denominated and 
Faith talled by his Name is our higheſt 
grine Honour and chiefeſt Glory, where- 
n the Þ! no Man ought to be aſhamed. 


, ſpe] D The 
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The Name of Chriſtian is à high 
and Honourable, Appellation, a Ga- 
cred and venerable; Title, and there- 
fore not to be proſtituted to any 
baſe and unworthy Deſigns, nor 
yet diſhonoured, by a Vicious and 
Debauched Practice ; but this Na 
ought to put us, in mind of our 
Duty, and engage us to be, not 
Nominal Profcilors only, but rea! 
Followers and Diſciples of our 
Lord and Maſter, who has g1v- 
en us an Example as well as Alc 
that we ſhould walk in his {teps. 
2. What underſtand we by i 
quity? The original Word «9's 


may be conſidered in a three-told. 


Senſe or Meaning. 

1. Take it in its moſt Narrow 
and Contracted Senſe, and then 
it fignifies Jnjuſtice or wrong deal- 
ing, which 1s the Injurious De- 
frauding a perſon of his proper 
Right and Duc. A thing in it 


ſelf abſolutely aulawful, and there: 
fore forbidden Chriftians by thei! 
Ke 


Fulle 
lit D 
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thus 
with 
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%% | Religion, who are obliged to 
a- Þ the Practice of the frifeſt Ju- 
c- Þ ſtice and Honeſty both in their 
ny Words and Dealings. But more 
or than this is intended here. 

nd 2. Take the Word ſomewhat 
me more largely; and it implies all 
Dur Þ Onrightconſneſs, and is of the ſame 
not Latitude or Extent with the vio- 
real lation of the Table comprehend- 
our ing the whole Syſtem of Morality. 
21V- Por that Branch of our Duty which 
ile more immediately reſpects our 
Neighbour. But, 

In- 3. Confider the Word in its 
9s Fulleſt and Largeſt Senſe, and then 
fold. it Denotes any fort of Sin or 
Vickeaneſs whatſoever. . 
us confidered is of equal extent 


with Ala, with the breach of 
the whole or any part of the 
Divine Law. And thus largely 
roper he ſhall here handle it: for the 
in tP|poſtle doth not reſtrain his Aﬀer- 
there-Wion to ſome particular Sins only; 
the Wut extends it to the whole Body 
Re- D 2 ST - 
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of Sin in general, whereby tis ap. 
em the Prohibition is Omiver: 

at. 

Sin then, all Sin, is here forbid- Þ 
den Chriſtians, be it great or ſmall, Þ 
open or ſecret, be it in thought, 1 /. 
word or deed, either againſt God Þ 
or Man, againſt our own Bodics 
or Souls ; for the Grace of God, 
which brings Salvation ad has appear. 
ed to all Men, teacheth us to deny 
all Ongodlineſs and. Worldly Lifts, L 
and to live ſoberly righteonſly and God- 
ly in this preſent World, Tit. 2. 
11. I: 

But more particularly; if all Sin 
is here forbidden, then this pro-; 
hibition includes more eſpecially 
and in the firſt place, Xx 

1. All great and grievous Crimes; 
all opcn and wmotoriows Impietics,Þ 
which carry Scandal and Reproach,F 
Infamy and Diſhonour in the very 
name and mention thereof. A large": 
Catalogue whereof is given by the 
Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 19. Eph. 5. 3, 4 


on 


CIP: 2 
Rom. 1. 29. 2 Tim. 3. 2, &c. To 
| which Places I refer you for the 
| particulars ; the chief whereof are 
| Adultery, Fornication, QOuncleanneſ-, 
| Witchcraft, Sedition, Hereſies, Mur- 
der, Drunkenneſs, Covetonſneſs, Frand, 
Deceit, Onbelief, Idolatry, Malici- 
| onſneſs, Envy, Idolaters, Traytors, 
| Falſe- Accuſers,Covenant-Breakers, In- 
| venters of Evil things, Deſpiſers of 
| thoſe that are good, Diſobedient to 
51. Parents, withont Natural Afﬀetton, 
 » nplacable, Unmerciful, and finally 
I whatſoever worketh Abomination and 
3 or maketh a Lie, Rev. 21. 
Z ult. 

All which are Crimes of a very 
Groſs and Scadalous Nature, how 
light ſoever any of us may make 
Jof them; they are of a deeper 
roach, Muye and blacker Hew than the com- 
ver mon Frailties and Infirmitics of Hu- 


urge nane Nature, and are therefore 
y tl} blolutely forbidden Chriſtians as 


Diſhonourable to their Profeſſion, 
and Deſtructive to their future 
D 3 Hopes 


37 * 


Rom: 
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Hopes and Expectation, namely, 16 
while they are perſiſted in and un- 55. 
repented of. 

For tho the Apoſtle tells us, all 
{hall be Damned who belicue wot 
the Truth, but take pleaſure in Du. 
righteouſneſs, 2 Iheſſ. 2. 1 2. Yet there 
are ſome Sins, which by reaſon of 
their heinous Guilt, horrid Cir. 
cumſtances and Aggravations, are 
more provoking to God and at- 
tronting to Religion than others; 
and therefore ſhall receive ( as 
gur Saviour told the Prarijees | 
Tas. Ag vey" more Cxcee 11. 
great Damnation, and be puniſhed in 
a far more Severe and Exemplary 
manner. 

Of this Nature are thoſe open 
and profligate Impicties before: men 
tioned, many of which are taken end 
notice of to be the reigning Guilt Þ d 
and Scandal of this preſent Age 
and are in danger to ſeal Men up 
unto utter Ruine : concerning which 
E may apply that of the Apoſtle, ! 


Cor. 


C 61.) 
Cor. 11. 14. Doth not Nature teach 
on the contrary * 

Doth not Nature teach you, not 
only to believe and acknowledge 
| 1 God (which yet is Brntiſhly deny- 
„- ed by ſome, and Boyiſbly diſputed 
ere by others,) but likewiſe to pay all 

of Þ Reverence and Devotion unto that 
Dir: Sacred and Tremendous Majeſty, 
are who is the Maker of the World and 
at- Author of our Being ? 


ers; Doth not the Comfort, Eale and 


Cas] Happineſs of this Life depend in 
es | great Meaſure upon the Natu- 
al Duties of Temperance and Chaſti- 
in h towards our own Bodies, of Ju- 
ſtice and Charity towards our Neigh- 
bour ; in Moderating the Violence 
of our Paſſions and fubjecting them 
en. to the Covernment of Right Reaſon 
and a well-informed Underſtanding, 
which ought to direct all the infe- 
riour Motions and Appetites of our 
Souls? 


D 4 to 


Doth not the Intereſt and Well. 
fare of Publick Societies oblige Men 
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to keep Faith and Promiſe one with 
another ; to live in Peace and walk 
in Love, to be mutually helpful 
and aſſiſting to each other, to pro- 
vide and practice Things honeſt in the 
ſight of all Men, and in all reſpects 
to do as they would be done by? For 
on this (faith our Saviour) hangs 40 
the Law and the Prophet-. | 

Many among the Heatherrs have 
learnt as much as this comes to. 
being taught by no other Light than 


that of Nature; and therefore may 


juſtly put to the bluſh all thoſc 
Chriſtians who live far worſe, tho 
under a brighter Beam of Light and 
Knowledge. | 


Wu 


A Chaſte Scipio, a Juſt Ariſtides, a 


Religious Numa, a Virtuous Socrates,a 
Negulus firm and conſtant to his word, F 
ſhall one day riſe up in judgment and 
condemn the Profaneneſs and Irreli- 
gion, the Filth and Uncleanneſs, the F 


Exceſs and Intemperance, the Per juiy 


and breach of Faith, the Injuſtice 


and Oppreſſion of ſuch as call 


them- | 


jury 
uſtice 
call 


hem- | 


| for. 
What Pity ? what Diſhonour is 

it? that Chriſtians who have all 
| the Helps and Encouragements to 
become the Be 


C03) 


themſelves Chriſtians, 


who having 


O 


a more perfect Rule to walk by, 
yet chooſe to wander in thoſe 


crooked Paths. 


What a ſhame is it that Chri/2s- 
ans ſhould wallow in thoſe Vices 
which a Modeſt Heather» would 
bluſh to own ; and make boaſt 


of thoſe abominable 


Impieties 


which Nature teacheth us to ab. 
hor and be out of Countenance 


of Men and excel 
all the World beſide, ſhould yet 
Sink and Degencrate beneath the 


Baſeſt and Vileſt of Mankind ; and 
that by how much their Religion is 
better, by ſo much their Lives ſhould 
be worſe than thoſe of Pagans. and 
profeſt Infidels. 


But to abſtaia from Impieties of 


tore, Secondly, 


D 5 


this Nature is not enough; where— 


2. By 
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2. By Virtue of this Prohibition 
in the Text, not only groſs Since are 
actually to be avoided, but / 
Sins likewiſe, even Sins of Infirmi- 
ty are to be Scrupled and Watched 
againſt. 

Tho' theſe Latter cannot always 
be Avoided as the Former may and 
ought to be; yet however they arc 
by no means to be Allomed of or to 
be Indrlged in under the Pretence 
of Natural Frailties and Infirmities, 
as is evident from that well-known 
place of the Apoſtle, r Theſ. 5. 22. 
Abſtain from all kind or Appearance 
of Evil; that is, from all Degrees 
ard Approaches to it, as much as 


t's poſſible. And indeed we cannot 
treſs any thing more Strict upon 
cur People than what the Ayoſtle 
rah done in this place. For he 
makes it a Chriſtians Duty to For- 
bar as much as in him lyes, what- ) 
ever hath the Shewor Reſemblance i 


2 Sin. 


For Ghriftianity is (as St. Jane, 
| | ity! 
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ſtyles it) a Pure and Undeſiled Relis 
dein: Tis a Nice and Tender thing, 
and therefore obligeth all its Pro- 
feſſors to the utmoſt Degree of Ho- 
lineſs and Purity they ate capable 
of, to put away from them every 
thing that may Offend as well as De- 
die, to pull out not only the Beam 
ro but the More too: that is, to Watch 
to Þ 2gainſt and Abſtain from Leſſer 
ace | Sins and Infirmities, tho the World 
ies, may judge them Small and Inconſi- 
win derable, or perhaps not worth the 
22. taking notice of. 

ane For Little Sins, if let alone and 


recs unregarded, may occaſion a great 
5 . 7 
as] deal of Pain and Uneaſineſs unto 


| 4 Devout Mind and Tender Con- 
upon] ſcience, even as a little D or Mote 
oft: may offend the Eye, which is a ve- 
yr he ry tender Part, and ſenſible of the 
For-] leaſt thing that may do it an In- 
what | Jury. | 
„ee ih All Sin therefore is to be avoid- 
ed as much as tis poſſible; our 
ame Words, as well Adlions, are to be 
EN nar- 


nnot 
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narrowly Watched and Obſervel : 
for by our Words we ſhall be juſtified, 
And by our Words we ſhall be condem- 
ned. 
Nay Sin in the very Thought aud 
Intention is condemned by Chrilt, 
and therefore to be ſcrupled by all 
ſuch as would approve themſelves 
to be his True and Faithful Diſci- 
ples; For he calls all ra Anger and 
un ad ui ſed Paſſion by the Name of 
Murder, and Luſt in the Heart is 
forbidden by him under the Name 
of Adultery. 

The Thoughts are the inward Acts 
and Operations of the Mind or Soul: 
Sinful Purpoſes and Evil Imaginati- 
ons are the firſt Steps and Degrecs 


unto all ſorts of Wickedneſs, and IF. 
therefore, to be ſtifled in the Birth 


and cruſhed in the Shell, and he 
that ſtops not here, is in danger to 
tumble down and precipitate him- 


ſelf to the very bottom of all Un- F 


godlineſs and Worldly Luſts. 


Little Sins, how Trifling and In- 


CON- 
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conſiderable ſoever they may appear 
when //ele and by themſelves; yet 
. like the Plague of Lice and Locuſts 
in Egypt, become very dangerous by 
their Numbers and Multitudes, Pray 
what is Smaller than a Mote of Duſt 
or Grain of Sard ; and yet as ſmall 
as they are, when many of them 
are collected together into a Bar 
or Shoal, they become as dangerous 
to a Ship as the vaſteſt Rock that 
ſtrikes terrour at a diſtance; in 
like manner ſmaller Sins by their 
great numbers and frequent Repe- 
Acts titions may prove as fatal to the 
Soul, as ſingle Acts of a more hein- 
ous Nature. | 
| Thus Vain and Frothy Speech, 
Filthy and Impure Communication, 
Little and Petty Oaths, Angry and 
Spiteful Reproaches, Raſh and Cen- 
ſorious judging of others, too deep 
and Uncharitable reſentment of At- 
Un- Fronts and Injuries, Careleſs and 
requent Surpriſes of Paſjzoz,, a rough 
1 In- End ſurly Treatment of Perſons, 
con- ſpeak- 
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ſpeaking fair to their Faces, leſſen- 4 
ing and traducing 'em behind: their 
Backs, keeping up an inward Grudge 
or ill will againſt thoſe that give us 
friendly Admonition and Reproof, 
Little Cheats and over-reaching in 
Trade, Wilful breaking of our 
Words and Promiſes, tho' in ſmaller 
matters ; theſe and ſuch like arc 
Failings and Infirmities, which 
Chriſtians very often fall into, and 
too many, I fear, allow themſclves 
in, without being much concern- 
cd thereat. And tho' they do not 
by their Single Ads, ſo deeply 
plunge the Soul into Guilt as 
groſſer and fouler Sins do; yet 
if let alone and ſuffered to pass 
unobſerved, are apt to ſtain our. 
Purity and ſoil our Innocence ; and 
therefore by no means to be allow-· Nrous 2 
ed of, much leſs defended, as manyſſſtheir 
times they are, by the looſer anifÞmore 

leſs ſerious ſort of People; who torſÞſthey 3 


that Reaſon give us too much Cauſ pj; 
to ſuſpect they are great Strangers nd 7 
th 
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the Power of Godlineſs, tho' they 
may retain the outward Form of it, 
e and are unacquainted with the Lite 
is and Spirit of true Chriſtianity. But 
f, let vain people think what they will 
in in this caſe, We have not fo Learned 
ur Chriſt ; tor whatever is a Sin, or 
er may be judged an Iniquity, be it 
re Great or Small, every Chriſtian by 
ich his Profeſſion has already renoun- 
ind I ced it, and thereby is obliged to 
ves watch againſt it, and abſtain from 
>2rn- Wit as much as may be. Otherwiſe, 
not Nas the Son of Syrach hath aſſured us, 
eply be that deſpiſeth Little things ſball 
t as Veriſb by Little and Litile, Eeccl. g. 
yet 19. 2. that is, inſenſibly and by de- 
paisÞgrees, through his own careleſneſs 
our gand inadvertency, 
and Thus little Sins become Dange- 
Mow-rous and Hurtful to the Soul by 
mamyftheir Numbers and multitude, and 
er and more eſpecially they do ſo when 
ho folſthey are commited, 
Cul Firſt, through habitual Careleſmeſ5 
gers nd Inconſederation, which a little 
ch care 
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eare and Circumſpection might have IO ,, 
_ eaſily prevented. 10 
Secondly, when they are Wifi! of 
and AﬀeFed ; commited with Plea- . 
ſure and Delight, made matter of an. 
Sport and Entertainment, and ob- 
ſtinately perſiſted in, even after Ad- 
monition and Reproof. For il 
fulneſe and Obſtinacy are great Ag- 
gravations to the leaſt Sins, alters 
their nature, and turns what of it 
ſelf was but a natural Jnfirmity at 
firſt, into a Great and Preſumptu- Ia! 
ous Offence. 
Thirdly, when they are juſtified 
or excuſed, as being but Infirmities, 
and which God will not be ſevere 
in charging upon em. This indeed 
is true of ſuch Infirmities as are na. 
turally unavoidable, or which we; 
fall into againſt our Wills, or mere- 
ly thro* the ſurpriſe or violence ot 
Temptation; but not of ſuch as weg 
do wilfully affect and accuſtom 
our ſelves unto, or which we take 


no manner of care to prevent or ime of 
VO: 
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«© WW void. For all Sins are diſpleaſing 
to God, even in the (ſmalleſt Inſtance 
of Guilt, and therefore every day 
we ought to Watch againſt 'em, 
and every night beg Pardon for 
em. 
But if they are meeleFed, and ſuf- 
fered to multiply either through 
Careleſneſs or Preſumption, they 
will gather by Degrees into vaſt 
Heaps, and unite into a Formidable 
Maſs and Load of Guilt, which like 
a Bag of Sand hung about the Neck, 
may ſink us as deep as the heavieſt 
Mill-ſtone. Therefore we ought to 
Scatter and Diſperſe 'em by our dai- 
ly Sighs and Tears, by our Evening 
Confeſſions and Mornire Reſoluti- 
ons taken up againſt em. In the 
mean time, let us not forget to lock 
wp to God, and call in the Divine 
nce oiGrace to our Afliſtance, by frequent 
as weſpetitions and devout Ejaculations 
aſtomP{ut up ever and anon to this pur- 
> takſWole, which may be done at any 
t or ame of the day, tho' we be at work, 
void | or 
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or any hour of the night when we 
Ive awake. By this means we ſhal! 
avoid the commiſſion of more and 
greater Sins ; will not allow nor 
juſtifie our ſelves in the leaſt, and 
may arrive at further meaſures and 
degrees of Holineſs than we can 
hope to do without it. 

3d. I come now to lay befor: gav 
you the indiſpenſable Obligation Viri 
which lyes upon all Chriſtians to Fer 
the leading of good and virtuos cont 
Lives, and avoiding whatever is op. and 
poſite or contrary thereunto. And luffic 
this upon ſeveral Accounts. /I ſha 2 HN 
name but three or four. TI 

1. Becauſe by doing otherwiſe vas! 
we ſhall Defeat all the Methods and nd 
Deſigns of Grace which have been Come 
imployed in Contriving and Accom 
pliſhing the great Work of our RYPeop/e 
demption; inſomuch as Chrift ef. 
will profit us nothing. | d the 

Chriſt's Deſign in quitting He1Þzcauf 
ven and his Father's Boſom wheWo: // 


he came into the World and tooF:jng 
| Ol 
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our Nature upon him, was not on— 
ly to prevent its Miſery and De- 
ſtruction, but to baniſh out of it 
all that Wickedneſs and Rebellion 
which had generally overſpread and 
threatned it with ruine. His Buſi— 
nels was not only to Redeex but 
Reform Mankind; for which end he 
gave them a Perfect Pattern of all 
Virtue and Goodneſs in his own 
Perſon, and left them his Goſpel, 
containing all thoſe Sacred Laws 
and Heavenly Motives, which were 


ſufficient to direct and encourage to 


N Lr. 1 28 
it Lawiy LIAN. 


The End of his Death likewiſe 
wile was not only to Keep us out of Held, 
ind Deliever us from Wrath to 
Come, but to Redeem ws from: all In- 
uit aud Purifie to himfelf a Peculiar 
People Zealous of Goo forks, Tit. 2. 
14. For which Reaſon he obtain- 
the Name of Jeſws or Saviour, 
Heapecauſe he was to Save bis people 


When their Sins, Math. 1. 21. This 


d tooſpeing the Principal and Nobleſt 
Ol Fart 
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Part of our Redemption, the very 
Beginning and Earneſt of our Sal- 
vation. For it was abſolutely im- 
poſſible (conſidering the Nature ot 
things) that he ſhonld ſave us trom 
Divine Wrath and Endleſs Miſery, 
except he did firſt Redeem us from 
Tniquity, and fave us from our Sins; 
Namely, from the defiling Guilt or 
reigning Power and Dominion 
thereof. 

Herein conſiſted the Greatc#t 
Bleſſing of the New Covenant, an! 
was a Deſign well worthy of the Son 
of God, who came, as the Apoitie 
tells us, AFs 3. 26. To bleſs us, in turn. 
ing every one of us from our Iniquiti:: 

Confider yet farther, the Blood ot 
Chriſt (called in Scripture the Price 
of our Redemption) that alſo hath 
mighty Efficacy to this very ch. 
and purpoſe, as having a Prurifyin; 
as well as Expiating Quality; be— 
ing able not only to quench the 


Flames of Hell, and avert the Wrath th. 
of Almighty God ; but likewile to 
cleanic 
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cleanſe the Soul and waſh it in- 


to a Lamb-like Innocency and 


Dove-like Complexion. And let 

the Sinner be well aſſured, ex- 

cept Chriſt doth thus waſh him, he 
can have 20 part or Intereſt in him. 
| For though Heaven be called the 
Purchaſed Poſſeſſion, as being the 
Price of our Saviour's Blood; yet 
none (hall be admitted into its Bleſſed 
Manſions, but ſuch as before-hand 
are duly qualified and prepared for 
cit Wit; namely who cleanſe themſelves 
il Wl froz all filthineſs both of Fleſh and 
on Wl Spirit, and by patient continuance in 
fitie I Ve//-doing ſeek for Glory, Honour, In- 
1. mortality and Eternal Life, Rom. 2.7. 
It And therefore, ſo far as God hath 
revealed himſelf in his Word, and 
made known unto us the Terms of 
Salvation, nothing leſs than this, 
nothing inſtead of this, will be 
iin able to ſave us; for without Holi- 
be- Nveſt no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 
the We have Reaton then to believe, 
'ratl that the Divine Mercy, how Infi- 
iſe to | nitc 
eanic 
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nite ſoever, will not ſave thoſe that 
obſtinately perſiſt in a Wicked and 
Impenitent Courſe of Life; that all 
the Merit that is in 7eſs will never 
make ſatisfaction for that Perſon 


who continually adds Sin unto Sin 


and treaſures up Wrath azainſt tho 


Day of Wrath ; that all the Blood. 
that Precious Blood of Chriſt (tho 


that Soul clean, who with the 
Swine daily wallows in the Filth 
and Mire of a Lewd and Ungod!y 


Lite. For if we ſin wilfully after 


we have received the knowledge of th: 


Truth, there remains no more Sacrificy 
for Sin, Heb. 10. 26. that is, the Sa- 
crifice of Chriſts Death is made per- 
fectly void to all that grow hard. 
ened in a State of Sin and Impeni 
tency. And if they can expect no 


Benefit by that Sacriſice, tis in vain 
for them to look for any other. For 
there remains, ſaith the Apoſtle, »» 
more, that is no other Sacrifice for 
ſuch Mens Sins; ſo that if this Sa. 

crifice 


cen never waſh. 
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enifice already offered will not do, 
they mult not expect any other: 
And then what can they expect but 
a certain fearful looking for of Fudg- 
ment and fiery Indignation, which 
ſhall devour the Adverſaries 2 Heb. 
10. 27. 

From whence tis evident to all 
who will conſider the Reaſon of 
things, and the Propoſals of the 
Goſpel, that there ought to be no 
compariſon between the Condition of 
wicked, profane and impenitent Chri- 


ſlians, with that of thole unhap 


People, who never heard of Chri/?, 
nor were made acquainted with the 
Glad Tidings of a Redeemer. Nay, 
It will be infinitely more tolerable 
even for Publicans, or Heathen Sin- 
ners, in the Day of Tudgsment, than 
for ſuch Chriſtians, who have abuſed 
greater meaſures of Light and Know- 
ledge, and rejected wilfully more 
plentiful offers of Grace and Mercy 
than all tlie World beſides. 

2. Chriſtians, or all they who are 


called 
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called by the Name of Chriſt, ought | 
to depart from all Iniquity, becauſe 
unto this they have already bornd 
and obliged themſelves. Every one 
of us at our Baptiſm did moſt ſolemn- 
ly reſign and give up our ſelves 
to Chriſt, as his Servants, owning 
him for our Maſter ;, as his Subjeds, 
owning him for our Lord; as his 
Soldiers, liſting our Names to tight 
under him as the Captain of our Sal- 
vation, and engaging our ſelves to a 
Holy Warfare againtt the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, 

Now this Vow of our Baptiſm is 
the higheſt Engagement and greateſt 
Obligation unto Holineſs imaginable, 
and we cannot forego it without con- 
tracting the moſt Black and Horrid 
Guilt upon our Souls: Every Act of 


Sin, knowingly and wilfully com- 
mitted, is a high breach of this Pro- 
miſe, and calls for a deep and expreſs | 
Repentance, _ 

Suppoſe any one ſhould be fo 
wicked as actually to Renounce and 


dif: 


| (8 

| diſown his Baptiſm, by that Act he 
| forfeits the very Name of Chriſtian, 
ranks himſelf among the Number 
| of profeſt Heathens and Indfidels, 
and excludes himſelf from the Com- 
munion of Saints, and all the Bleſ- 
ſed Priviledges belonging thereunto; 
For in this Senſe 'tis a Catholick and 
Univerſal Truth, out of the Church 
there is no Salvation. 

But it we do own our Baptiſm 
as all aFually Do, who have been 
confirmed and admirted to the holy 
Sacrament ; and all Virtually do, 
vho Publickly retain the Profeſſion 
t Chriſt's Religion. 
ateſt Heredy we renew this Solemn 
able, Now and Promiſe in our own Per- 
an. ons zwe tye this knot the faſter,and 


fer uke the Obligation the ſtronger : 
\& of OW tor any one to do this and 
com- Net live in a State of Sin and Wick- 
70 dneſs wholly. oppoſite | thereunto, 
| orels | the greateſt Aggravation to our 


zuilt, and Contradiction to our 
rofeflion imaginable ; this is in 
E Fords 
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Words to profeſs we know God, but inf th 
eur Works to deny him ʒ tis to be Verba] Al 
Chrifttans, but Real Heathens, to den; Ce 
the Faith, and be worſe than an In fidel wl 

And yet this is the Caſe of all Ba 
Ungodly and Profane Chriſtians, # - 
{ſuch I mean, as call themſelves ſo ;Þ ſeh 
they plainly renounce and deny ix the 
their Lives, whatever they havcÞ wel 
vowed and promiſed with their you 
Months. © They defile the Water off der 
Baptiſm, wherein they have beenff and 
waſhed and cleanſed ; they break in God 
ſunder thoſe Bonds, and caſt awaydare, 
thoſe Cords wherewith they ha; Hol) 
bound and obliged themſelves to ¶ may 
holy life; upon which account St P:Yice 
ter aſſures them, 2 Pet. 2. 22. || 
had been better for them never to hat 
known the ways of Righteouſneſs, tha 
after having known them to turn aſia 
from the holy Commandment delicufand p 
ed unto them Better never to haf Wh 
heard of Cbriſt or been Baptized Fempt, 
to his Name, than after all to Ire:Yncongp 
their Faith with him, to "ou eſſion 

the 
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in | their Promiſes and Engagement, and 
bal Abjure (as in effect they do) that 
len; Covenant of Grace and Mercy into 
fiel which they were initiated at their 
all Baptiſm. 
ans, You therefore that . own your 
fo ; ſelves to be Chriſtians, and ſtill retain 
y in the Profeſſion of it, you would do 
have well to Review more frequently 
their your Baptiſmal Covenant, to conſi- 
er off der ſeriouſly what you have Vowed 
beenſſ} and Promiſed therein to Almighty 
ak in God, and then be wicked if you 
awaf dare, and deny all Obligation to a 
bavq Holy Life, if you can; then you 
s to Nmay Deride the Profeſſion and Pra- 
St Po ctice of Holineſs, and ſcoff at ſuch 
22. Nis endeavour to promote it in the 
to ha World, if you can do it with Safe- 
5, thay to your Souls, or without con- 
rn aſilſtradicting your own Solemn Vows 
lelicupnd Proteſtations. 
o hit Whenever therefore you are 
ized !WMempted to Sin, or to do any thing 
to brenconfiſtent with your Chriſtian Pro- 
yi0)1Welſion „remember thy Vows are upon 
the E 2 thee, 
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thee, O man, thy Vows are upon thee. | jy 
You have been waſhed in the Laver of 
of Regeneration, and therefore may ' 
ſay with the Spouſe in the Cauticles, Co- 
I have waſhed my Feet, how can II wh 
defile them ? and with Foſeph, that 
rare Example of Modeſty and Cha- 
ſtity, how can 1 do this great Wicked- 
neſs, and ſin againſt God >? Gen. 39. 
9. againſt that God to whom I ſtand ſpe 
engaged by ſo many Sacred Tyes pro 
and Solemn Obligations. F 
Remember you are Chriſtian: met 
and that yon cannot be wicked at and 
ſo cheap a rate as the reſt of the that 
World ; your Guilt will not admit 
of ſuch Excuſes as that of Heathen 
and Strangers to Chriſtianity, ſec: 
ing, your Engagements to a Hof 
Life are much ſtronger and mot 
Powerful than theirs. i 
3. Chriſt and his Religion dot! 
ſuffer much and is greatly reproach 
ed for the ill Lives of thoſe tha 
make a Profeſſion of it, 2 Pet. 
2. And many ſhall follow their pernicÞ 


v4 
5 
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hee. ¶ is Ways, by reaſon of whom the way 
wer of Truth is evil ſpoken of. 
nay | This was an early Grievance and 
les, | Complaint in the Chriſtian Church, 
n I which therefore made her very fe- 
that Þ vere in her Diſcipline and Cenſures 
Cha- againſt all thoſe, who by the wick- 
ed. ¶ edneſs and ſcandal of their Lives, 

39. gave Occaſion to the Heathen, to 
tand ſpeak ill of their Religion and re- 
Tyesproach the Author of it. 

For generally ſpeaking, ſuch for- 
merly was the Exemplary Holineſs 
and Piety of Primitive Chriſtians 
chat they became Famous to a Pro- 
admi'Þ verb, and were ſeldom mentioned by 
athen their Enemies but with reſpect and 
„ ſec} venefation : They rationably and 
Hoh truly inferr'd the Goodneſs and 

mot excellency of their Worſhip and Re- 
ligion from the unblameable Lives 
dot 5 thoſe who made a Profeſſion 
roach of it. | | 
ſe th But alas! quantum mutamur ab 
Pet. ie? What a mighty Change 
pernicqQn and alteration has happened in 
offi E 3 the 


Hans, 
ed at 
F the 
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the Chriſtian Church ſince that time 
nat for the better, God knows, but 
mightily for the worſe : Every Age 
writing worſe and worſe after the 
Copy of the firſt ; inſomuch as the 
8 of Chriſtians are now 

me ſo unlike thoſe of old time, 
that they are ſcarce to be known or 
diſtinguiſhed from very Heathen: 
themſelves, but only by a better 
Name and worſer Lives than they ; 
and are grown ſo corrupt and de- 
generate in their practice, that they 
are a down-right Scandal and Dit- 
Honour to that very Name which 
they yet retain and make profeſſi- 
on of. | 
' Nay, thoſe that have the ordina- 
ry Repute among ns now for being 
Devout and Religious; yet if com. 
pared to the Primitive Heat and Vi- 
gour of Antient Piety, would have 
paſſed but for very Cold and Lute: 
warm Chriſtians in thoſe Days. II 
not my obſervation only, but of ſome 
f the moſt Learned and Pious of our 
Nom Church, The 
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The Honour which our Fam'd 
and Heroick Predeceſſors gained to 
their Religion could not be greater 
than the Diſhonour which 1s now 
caſt upon it through the looſe Con- 
verſation of Modern Chriſtians. 
Suppoſe then an In fidel or Heather 
ſhould come among us, which way 
could he judge of our Religion, but 
by the Lives of its Profcflors-? and 
then what Judgment do you think 
would he make in the Caſe ? how 
could we perſuade him that we tru- 
ly believe what we make fo great a 
new and profeſſion of, or that we 
own the Goſpel for more than a 
Fable, unleſs we make it the Rule 
of our Practice, and accordingly 
frame the Tenour of our Lives. 

But according to the Lives that 
are now led by the greater part a- 
mong us, they mult needs cry ont 
with him in Eraſmus, either the 
Goſpel we profeſs is none of Chriſts, 
or we that profeſs it are not Chriſtians, 
are none of his true Followers and 

E. 4 Diſ- 
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Diſciples; and I am pretty well aſ- 
ſured there is none of us all, but 
muſt agree to the truth of the latter, 
namely, that Chriſtians now a days are 
not Chriſtians according to the Prin- 
ciplesof the Goſpel and the firſt rate of 
Chriſtians in the Apoſtles Days and 
theAge immediately ſucceeding theirs. 

Doth it not therefore mightily con- 
cern us to amend our Lives and 
reform our Practice, that we may 
take off this Reproach which is too 
well grounded to be denyed ; that v 
may regain if poſſible, the loft Honour 
of Chriſtianity, and retrieve that Cre- 
dit which once it had in the World ? 
* which way can _— — 

t parti zz iniquity, wic 
IS — b Aria, and Scan- 
dal of Chriſtianity, by living more 
exactly conformable to the Divine 
Law of our Bleſſed Redecmer, by 
making more Conſcience of our 
Words and Actions, Dealings and 
Connerſation in the World, by 
keeping more ſtrictly to our Bap?:/- 


mal 


4 


mal Vow and Promiſe, and labour- 
ing after a farther meaſure and high-, 
er degree of Holineſs than yet we 
have attained. 
4. And, Laſtly ; Chriſtians are ob- 
liged to depart from Iniquity under 
the greateſt Penalty ; for both Law 
and Goſpel deliver wicked Men 
over to Everlaſting Torments, and 
threathen an Eternity of Puniſhment 
to all that live Ungodly. 
need not multiply Texts to 
prove this, it being the Language 
both of the Old aud New Teſtament ;, 
of the New eſpecially, which is ve- 
ry expreſs to this Purpoſe : for tis 
ſaid; Matth. 25. ult. the Wicked ſhall 
go into everlaſting pumſhment,. and 
the Righteous into Life eternal: And 
again, 2 Theſſ. 1. 7. The Lord Feſws 
ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his 
mighty Angels in flaming fire, taking 
Vengeance on all them that know not 
God and obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be paniſþ- 
ed with everlaſting Deſtruction from 
E 5 the 
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the preſence of the Lord, and the Glory 
of his Power. #24 
This is what God has threatned 
to the Wicked and Ungodly, to the ko 
Impenitent and Unreclaimed ; and F <. 
no reaſon. to think but God will be 
as oor his Word, as faithful ra 
and true m the Execution of his 
Threatnings,as in the Fulfilling of his Y 4; 
Promiſes : for God js not a Man that 
he ſhould lie, nor as the Son of Man thi 
that he ſhould Repent, Numb. 13. hin 
We are told before-hand, that 
God will judge the World according 
to the Goſpel of his Son, Row. 2. con 
16. And if ſo, then let the Wick- pra 
ed and Profane look into the Goſ- | 
pel, and ſee if they can find the pro 
Ieaft Jot or Word of Comfort, while 
they go on in their Sins, have their 
Hearts ſet upon the World, and are I h 
bewitched with the Lzxſts and Pr:d: 
and Vanities thereof; while they lay g 
aſide the ſerious Thoughts of Reli- leg; 
gion, throw off all care of thei þ 67 
Souls, and put off their Repentance 7 
from Day to Day.. For , 
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For certain, there is not one Pro- 10 
miſe throughout the whole Book of IN 
God for ſuch as theſe to built theiT: 
hopes npon, and that. Man who 


1d (hall live and die without a Pro. 
de | miſe to comfort and Mort him 
ul in his Diſtreſs, or to Wound and 


Us anchor his dying Hopes upon, I 
11s think his Condition ſo very ſad and 
t deplorable, that he wants no- 
lan thing but the Fatal Stroke to enter 
| him upon his Everlaſting Doom. 

| For if ſuch Ungracious and Im- 
ling penitent Wretches are like to be- 
2: come the Objects of God's Mercy, 
pray who then ſhall be the Objects of 


3ol- J his Wrath > if the moſt Wicked and 
the profane, who go on to harden them- 
ile elves in their Wickedneſs, may 


cheriſh any Hopes of Heaven, 
what kind of Sinners muſt they be- 
who are like to Crowd Hell, and 
fill up the Regions of the bottom- 
leſs Pit? If ſuch hardered Clay and 
Reprobate Silver are fit to wake 
Veſſels of Honour prepared unto Glo- 


7 
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ry, pray of what Mold ſhall they 
be made who are Veſſels of Wrath 
fitted to Cn ion & 

To ſpeak plain, and yet, I hope, 
the words of Truth, and Soberneſs ; 
if ever an are excluded Heaven 
Cas ſome fr certain will be) be ſure 
Wicked and Impenitent Chriftians will 
be the Perſons ; becanſe their Sin 
and Guilt is infinitely greater and 
more heinoully circamſtantiated 
than that of all the World befide, 
as having all the Helps and Affiſt- 
ances, Motives and Enconragements 

to make themſelves Happy and eſ- 
cape the Damnation of Hell ; but 
how ſhall they eſcape, who wilfully 
neglect ſo great Salvation? 

The People of Sodom, we have 
reaſon to believe from the dreadful 


Puniſhment inflicted on them, were | 


ſome of the worſt of Men and 
greateſt of Sinners at that time on 


the face of the whole Earth ; and | 


yet it ſhall be more tolerable for 
the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in 


the | 


E 
the Day of Judgment, than for you, 
ſaith our Saviour to the unbelicving 
and impenitent Jews; the {ame reaſon 
will hold good in reſpect of wicked and 
profane Chriſtians; it ſhall be more to- 
lerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for them; they ſhall have more hopes 
of Salvation, or at leaſt undergo leſs de- 
grees of Puniſhment than ſuch as you 
for impenitent Guilt and unreclaimed 
Wickedneſs will neceſſarily make Men 
miſerable, be they who they will; and 
thegreater meaſure of Guilt will bring 
upon them the greater weight of Mi- 
ſery, and no outward Relation or ex- 
ternal Priviledges will be able to pre- 
vent it. 

come nov inthe fifth and laſt place, 

5th. To make ſome improvement 
of this, by bringing it more home 
to our ſelves. 


1. With reſpect to the Name of 


Chriſt and Chriſtians: Let us glory 
in the Name and Profeſſion of being 
Chriſtians, and prefer this honoura- 
ble Title before all other. RE 
e 
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We have a great many Names and 
Diſtinctions of Parties to be known by, 
and divide us one from another, while 
this of Chriſtian is in a manner Anti- 
quated and out of date, loſt and forgot- 
ten with the Practice of it. We have 
Proteſtants of all forts and (1zes, Titles 
and Denominations; while, I fear- 
were their Lives and Actions, their Prin- 
ciples and Practices narrowly inſpect, 
ed and looked into, we ſhould find but 
few, comparatively few good and ge- 
nuine Chriſt ians among them ail. And 
Nes in truth, there cannot be a greater 

andal and Reproach to Proteſtants, 
as ſuch (who all enjoy the ineſtimable 
Bleſſing of the Scriptures in their own 
Language) than for them to ſin againſt 
that Light, and to take thoſe Meaſures, 
and aſſume thoſe Liberties, which 
- Chriſt forbids his Diſciples, as incon- 
ſiſtent withtheir Profeſſion, and which 
can never be reconciled to the known 
Lawsand ſtanding Rules of the Goſpel, 
which are the very ſame now as they 
were at firſt, and as ſtrictly obliging, in | 

| this 
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this Age as in that of the Apoſtles ; 
otherwiſe I do not fee how it can 
be a Rule of Life and Salvation to 
us, as it was to them. 

Let a Man appear but warm and 

IF zealous for a particular Se and 

Party, and he ſhall be cryed up for 

Ia good Proteſtant by thoſe of his own 

| Perſuaſion, though he has ſcarce 

any thing of the Chriſtian in him, 

Every little of a primitive Temrer 
and Chriſtian-like Spirit and Diſpo- 
ſition to anſwer his Name. 

[ wiſh therefore that all rending 
and dividing Names were laid aſide 
by good men of all Parties, and 

hat we would content our ſelves 
ith that of Chriſtian inſtead of 
them: would to God there were 
no other Characters to diſtinguiſh. 
Profeſſors by, but that which will 
„ Hiſtinguiſn them at the laſt day ; 
h hamely, that of good and bad Men, 
in If the Righteous and the Wicked, of 
el, Wuch as fear God, and thofe that 
ey fear him not. That as there is but 
in one 
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one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and 
Saviour of us all, ſo there might be 
but owe Name among us all, viz. this 
of Chriſtian: a Name not of Faction 
and Diviſion, as moſt others are; 
but of the greateſt Obligation to 
Love and Charity, to Peace. and 
Unity, which are greatly wanting 
in our Church and State. 

This Name would put us in mind 
of our Relation to Chriſt and one 
another, how that we are all Bre- 
thren, Members of the ſame Body, 
Diſciples of the ſame Lord and Maſt- 

, Profeſlors of the ſame Faith and 
Religion. wherein we all agree as to 
the main Doctrines and Funda- 
mentals, which we all acknowledge 
to be neceſſary and ſufficient to Sal- 
vation, and then why not to Chrilti- 
an Peace and Communion, or at 
leaſt to Brotherly Love and Aﬀetiof 
one toward another. 


In a word, this moſt Sacred an ion 2nd 
endearing Name, if lived up to the, *2ners 


Import and Mcaning thereof, wou Toon 
”, oblige® uch ca 


(95) 

oblige us to greater Purity of Life, 

Univerſal Charity cody: 45 = 

low Chriſtians, and a nearer Con- 

formity and Reſemblance to Chriſt 
Jour Head, as taking our Name from 
him, into whom at firſt we were 
, | Baptized, and which is the on- 
Bly Name under Heaven by which 
Ie car hope to be ſaved, Acts 6. 
12. 

But alas! though our Name is 
0 our « Doctrine Primitive, 
+ $and our Religion Reformed ; yet our 
Lives, forthe moſt part, are nothing 
ſo, which might afford ſufficient 
natter of Complaint and Lamen- 
ation: Wherefore, in the Second 
place, | 
2. We have too great reaſon to 


* ment and bewail the great Decay 
;;.Þf the True Spirit of Chriſtianity 


among us, and that mighty Corrup- 
ion and Degeneracy of Mind and 
lanners which hath ſucceeded in 
a he room thereof, There 1s too 
810 nuch cauſe to aſſume the Apoſtles 

0 Com- 


an 
the 
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Complaint of old, that the whole 
World lies in Wickedneſs, 1 John. 5. 
19. let me add, eſpecially that par: 
of it which is called Chriſtian, f 
we conſider what a Spirit of Azhe- 
iſm and Profaneneſs Uncleanneſs and 
Intemperance, Curſing and S wearing, 
and Forſwearing, Pride and Avarice, 
Envy and Revenge, Fadbtion and Sed:- 
tion, Corruption and Bribery, and 
many more ſuch like Enormitics, I mong 
do overſpread the Face of our Land, I Religi 
and blemiſh both the Reformation Bibles 
of our Church and the Excellency} prove 
of her Doctrine. Chriſti, 

Little of Ancient and Apoſtolica ther n 
Religion to be found among the ſuch a 
many Zealous and Contending Par- Rxle w 
ties for it on all hands: The Heath as the 
of our Zeal hath put out that off ty, inf 
our Charity; and the great PriviYis not 
ledge of being Chriſtians hath made in; an- 
us almoſt forget the Duties and Obli 
gations annexed thereunto: An Ar 
gument Men are more concern d fot 
the Name than the thing, — 
the 


called by 
becom 


cal 
he 
ar- 
eat 
of 
vi- 
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Ar 
fot 
wilt 


the 


(97) 


they would not take up ſo conten- 
tedly with the one, without the o. 
ther, with the Shadow of Religion 
inſtead of the Subſtance. 

The Works of the Fleſh are every 
Day manifeſt and walk in Publick, 
while the Fruits of the Spirit, like its 
Nature, become inviſible and hard 
to be ſeen; ſo that (as I hinted 
before) ſhould a Stranger come a- 
mong us, and enquire after our 
Religion, were it not Writ in our 
Bibles, we ſhould not be able to 
prove there is any ſuch thing as 
Chriſtianity in the World; or ra- 
ther might not Prejudice oppoſe 
ſuch an Enquiry, by thinking the 
Rule we walk by, to be as crooked 
as the Paths we walk in; for Iniqui- 
ty, inſtead of being departed from, 
5 not only practiſed, but prided 
in; and they that Name the Name 
of Chriſt, Glory in that which is his 
chiefeſt Diſhonour. Sin, which is 
called by the Wiſe Man a Reproach, 
s become the Pride and Genes 

of 
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of our depraved Wits and carly-cor- 
rupted Youth, who ſeem to value 
themſelves on their Exceſſes and De- 
baucheries, as if they were the bef- 
ter Men for becoming the wort 
Chriftians. 

The Religion of Chriſt ſuffers 


by the ſame Degrees as the Au- 


thor of it did at firſt 5 for with the 
Diſciples, we not only forſake and 
flee from it, but with Peter we de- 
ny it; and not only deny it, but 
with Judas betray it; and not only 
betray it, but with the Prieſls con- 
demn it;; and not only condemn it, 
but with the Soldiers, we mock 
and deride it; a piece of Guilt 
that our Ingeriow and Better-bred 
Men are frequently charged with- 
al ; T would to God there were leſs 
cauſe given for it by them, or any 
other. 


'Tis reported, that among the 


#alians, the Name of Chriſtian pal- 
feth for a Fool; and truly amongſt 
us the Practice of Primitive Chriſti- 

anity 
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anity is look upon as little better: 
For who is more Vilifyed and Re- 
viled, more Scorned and Derided 
than a Regularly Piows and Good 
Man ? and he that makes moſt 
Conſcience of his Ways is uſually 
made choice of by the Scoffing and 
Profane, as the fitteſt Subject of their 
'Sport and Merriment, of their Slan- 
der and Calumny. 

Thus Chriſtians are reproach'd 
by Chriſtians ; and, as I may ſay, 
perſecuted by cach other in their 
Names and Reputations, and the 
Followers of the Holy Jeſus ſuffer 
moſtly from thoſe who are, or ap- 
pear to be, at leaſt, of the ſame 
Faith and Profeſhon with them- 
ſelves. Therefore they that would be 
Chriſtians according to the Standard 
of the Goſpel, and Old-Faſhioned 
Picty of the Primitive Age, muſt 
do as God bid the Prophet, Ezek. 
3. 9. Fear not, neither be diſmayed at 
their loose that is, not be afraid 
of the Frowns or Reproaches of 
any perſon in ſo good a cauſe. 


But 


2 — — —  — 
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But do they deſerve ſo excel. 
lent a Name, whoſe Manners and 
Practices are ſo directly contrary ? 
Shall we judge thoſe to be Chriſtians, 
who like Iþmael, are not only Bad 
themſelves, but Scoff at whatever 
is Good and Serious in others? 'Tis 
pity that they who embrace Dunghil; 
ſhould wear Scarlet; that Perſons 
of ſuch Wicked and Prefane Lives 
ſhould be Honoured with the Ap. 
pellation of ſo Sacred a Name. For 
if theſe be Chriſtians, who are Hea- 
thens 2 if theſe be Friends to Chriſt, 
who are his Foes ? if theſe be Diſci- 
ples, pray who are Devils ? a Name 
given by our Saviour to Judas, tho 
one of the Twelve. To this pur: 
poſe there is a memorable Paſlage 
in Venerable Bede, concerning Pendel { 
King of the Mercians, or Midland 
Engliſh, that tho he was a cruel 
Perſecutor of Chriſtians, yet, ſaiti 
the Hiſtorian, it was of fuch only 
as bore the Name of Chriſtian, but 


lived not according to the Fl 
an 
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and Religion they profeſt ; ſaying, 
that ſuch Perſons were the moſt de- 
ſpicable Wretches and worthy of 
all Scorn and Contempt, who ne- 
ver regarded to ſerve and pleaſe 
that God in whom they Believed. 

And truly, tho' a Pagan, he was 
much in the right; for ſuch Men 
deſerve to become the Hatred and 
Scorn both of God and Man, as 
being the very worſt of Men, liv- 
ing in defiance to the beſt of Religi- 
ons, and guilty of the greateſt Ab- 
ſurdity and Contradiction in the 
World. Bede. I. 3. C. 21. Eccles, 
Hiſt. 

3. The Obligation that lies up- 
on us to depart from Iniquity and 


age Follow after Univerſal Holineſs 1s 
ada ſo great and neceſſary, that Nothing 
and %% than this, Nothing ixſtead there- 
ruelf of, will ſerve our turn, or be able 
aitnflto conſtitute us True and Real 
on! Chriſtians. 


but 1. Not any Specious Shew or Out- 
aithf ward Profeſſion will. do it, becauſe 
and all 
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all Profeſſion relates to Practice, St. 74 
and ſignifies Nothing without it. and It 
It is not farther good or Neceſſary, Is ſer 
than it doth oblige us to a Lite I Obedi 
anſwerable and correſpondent to Goſpe 
what we profeſs ; without this tis an en 
nothing but Groſs and Notorious | Devil, 
Hypocrifie in the fight of God. faith 
2d. Again, good Wiſhes and In- Condit 
tentions, Religious Purpoſes and Re- this Fa 
ſolutions taken up againſt Sin, pro- fore m 
fit nothing without an actual leav- I that no 
ing and forſaking of it. No Man know 
can be ſaid to Mean or Intend well, YEſtate i 
who doth not take the firſt Oppor-Yand De 


tunity of performing what he pur- Now 
poſes,” and putting his Intentions Wicked 
into practice, Neither, and Imi 


24, Will a Bare Faith or Naked Trembl. 
Belief be able to ſupply the Defect ing that 
of Righteouſneſs and True Holinels, ver the 
nor avail any thing where Sin edge, B. 
not actually forſaken, and a goodſon of C 
Life really begun and vigoroullyFGood L. 
purſu'd. | qually 

We may upon the Authority oeith th: 


o 


(. 163 


St. James, ſafely infer the Deadneſs 
and Invalidity of that Faith which 
is ſeperate from Good Works or 
Obedience to the Commands of the 
Goſpel ; and this he confirms by 
an extraordinary Inſtance of the 
| Devils themſelves. For the Dewils, 
ſaith he, Believe; and yet their 
Condition is never the better for 
-E this Faith of - theirs, which there- 
fore makes them Tremble to think, 
;- that notwithſtanding all that they 
nf know and believe of God, their 
1, REſtate is like to continue Hopeleſs 
r-Yand Deſperate for Ever. 
- Now for the ſame reaſon, the 
us Wicked and Ungodly, the Profane 
ind Impenitent among us ought to 
ed rremble and be Affraid, conſider- 
ect ing that their Condition will be ne- 
ess, ver the Better for all their Know- 
is edge, Belief, and Outward Profeſſi- 
ood fon of Chriſt, while ſeperate from a 
ully Good Life; but is like to prove e- 
qually Wretched and Miſerable 
_ olflvith that of the Apoſtate Angels. 
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True Chriſtian Faith 1s, I ac- 
knowledge, a Noble Grace and of 
Admirable uſe to a Chriſtian, the 
very Life and Comfort of the Soul, 
and a mighty Support to it in Time 
of Affliction and Diſtreſs 5 but 
then Faith is ſaid to be truly Chriſti- 
an and able to Adminiſter Firm 
and Solid Comfort to the Soul, 
when it Purifies the Heart, Reforms 
the Life, Overcome the World, and is 
careful to maintain Good Works, that 
is, a Conſtant and Uniform meaſure 
of Holineſs and Obedience to the 
Commands of God our Saviour. 

I ſhall conclude this whole Dil- 
courſe on the fourth place, 

4. By way of Advice and Exhor- 
tation ; to which purpoſe let mc 
Reinforce and Preſs upon you this 
Apoſtolical Injunction in the Text, 
Let every one that names the Name 
of Chriſt depart from Iniquity z What 
more neceſſary, what more Reaſon. 
able and Becoming Chriſtians than 
this? 

The 
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The name of Chriſt and Chriſt;- 
an, I have told you, is Sacred and 
Honourable ; oh ! do not then Re- 
proach it by your Ungodly Walk- 
ing, but Anſwer that Holy Name 
by a Life ſuitable thercunto. If you 
think your Religion is Bad, Lay 
down the Profeſſion of it; but if it 
be Good, Take up the Practice with 
the Profeſſion ; but have a care you 
do not ſeparate the Name from the 
Thing : what God hath joyned toge- 
ther, let no Man put eſunder. 
Chriſtians, tho' they ſhould be 
Lowly in Mind and Poor in Spirit, 
yet ought not to be ſo Abject and 
Mean-Spirited as to do any thing 
Unworthy of, Unſuitable to, or In- 
conſiſtent with the Dignity of their 
High Calling and moſt Holy Profeſji- 
on. Tho' they ſhould have Humble 


and Vile Thoughts of themſelves, 
yet withal they ſhould think them- 
ſelves too Good, too Great, to be- 
come Drudees to the World, Slaves 
to their Luſts, and YVaſals to the 

F 2 
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Empire and Prince of Darkneſs, 
becauſe Chriſt hath called us unto 
Holineſs, and made us Kings and 
Prieſts unto God, to Reign with him 
for ever and ever. 

Nomen congruat Aion, ATio re- 
ſpondeat Nomini. Ambroſ. de Dig- 
nit. Sacerdot. Let your Name then 
put you in mind of your Duty: 
Let your Practice Correſpond to 
your Profeſſion, and after ſo long 
a time of being Called Chriſtians, re- 
ſolve now to Live like them. 

Seriouſly conſider and fincerely 
anſwer the Dignity of that Holy 
Name by which you are called : 
Reſt not in a bare Form and Out- 
ſide of Religion, in a meer ſhew and 
Appellation of Chriſtianity, but let 
the Life and Power thereof viſibly 
Shine forth in your Actions and 
Converſations, that Men ſeeing your 
good Works, may Glorifie God on 
your behalf. 

Briefly, ceaſe to do Evil, and learr 
to do Well Labour to cleanſe 
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E 
your Selves from all Filthineſs both 
of Fleſh aud Spirit and Perfect Holi- 
meſs in the Fear of God, 2 Corin. 7. 
I. Let tnat Grace of God which 
brings Salvation and hath appeared to 
all Men, teach you to deny all Ongod- 
lineſ and Worldly Luſts, and to live 
Soberly, Righteonſiy and Godly in this 
Preſent World; Looking for that Bleſ- 
fed Hope and the Glorious Appearance 
7 the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
brift, Tit. 2. 11, 12, 13. I ſnall 
conclude all with the Advice of the 
Apoſtle Phil. 4. 8. Finally, Bretbreu, 
whatſoever Things are True, whatſoever 
Things are Honeſt, what ſoever Things 
are — whatſoever T hings are Pure, 
whatſocver T hings are of (ood Report, 
if there be any Virtue, and Praiſe, 
Think on theſe Things and Do them. 
Now to as many as walk according to 
theſe Rules, Peace be on them and 


Mercy, and upon the whole [ſracl of 
God. Gal. 6. 16. 


Now to God the Father, Son and 
FR. Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, be Univerſally aſcribed 
by Men and Angels, by the whole | — 
Hoſt of Heaven and Earth, all Glo- 
ry, Honour and Adoration, al! 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, — 
Now, Henceforth and for Evermore, 
Amen, Amen, Amen. | 
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ACTS 21. 14. 
The Will of the Lord be dloge. 


N this and the forogoins Chapter 
you have a particular Account of 

St. Paul's Travels, who after he had 
viſited many Churches, arrived at 
length at Cæſarea à City of Paleſtine, 


F 4 where 


— 


— 
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where Agabus a Prophet foretold the 
Sufferings that ſhould befal him at 
Jeruſalem, from his Countrymen 
the Jews. And this he did, as the 
Prophets of old were wont to do, 
by a viſible ſign, or Symbolical Re- 
preſentation, taking Pauls Girdle and 
binding himſelf therewith: in which 
action he Alluded to the Nature 
of his Sufferings, ſignify ing there- 
by how that Bonds and Impriſon- 
ments did abide him at Fernſa- 
lem. 

Upon this the Brethren did what 
they could to diſſuade him from 
his Journey, and prevent his going 
up to that City: but ſuch was the 
great Zeal and mighty Courage of 
our Apoſtle, that he was no ways 
Daunted at the News of his Suffer- 
ings, but turned a deaf Ear to their 
moſt preſſing Importunities. He 
was ſo far from laying aſide the 
thoughts of his Journey at Agabuss 
Prediction or the Diſciples Intreaty, 
that on the contrary he * 
Relo- 
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Reſolution not only to go up to, 


but ſuffer at Feryſalem ; and to ſuf- 


fer not only Bonds and Impriſon- 
ments, as the Prophet had foretold, 
but even Death it ſelf, for Chriſts 


fake and the Goſpels. 


For our Apoſtle knowing he was 
Called of God in an Extraordinary 
manner, to be a Miniſter and Wit- 
neſs of thoſe things which he had 
ſeen and heard at his Miraculous 
Converſion, and to ſuffer great 
things for his Name, AZs 9. Ver. 
I5. 16. He, like a Valiant Cham- 
pion and Faithful Soldier of Chriſt, 
was ready to hazard himſelf . even 
to the Death ; ſaying, I am ready 
not o ly to be Bound, but alſo to Dye at 
Jeruſalem for the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, v. 13. The Diſciples hereupon 
finding they could not prevail, ceaſ- 
ed to perſwade him any further, 
and having in an humble manner 
Recommended him to God, they 
ſubmitted to the Good Will and 


Pleaſure of the Almighty, who had 
F 5 deter. 
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Ap 


you 


n 


determined otherwiſe concerning 


him, ſaying, The Will of the Lord be 


done. 

Which Words are an eminent 
Inſtance of Submiſſion and Reſigna- 
tion to the Will of God, wherein 
every Good Chriſtian + 'onght to 
Acquieſce, and calmly Repoſe with- 
out any further Murmuring and Dil- 
content. 

From theſe words I ſhall ſhew 
YOU. 


tr. What is here meant by the 
Will of God. 
2. What it is to Submit unto it. 
What Arguments or Conſidera- 
tions may offer themſelves to per- 
ſwade us to this Duty. 
4. Some Advice upon the Whole. 


1. What we underſtand here by 
the Will of God. 

1. The Will of God is ſometimcs 
taken for his Revealed Will, which 
he hath made known to us, in bY 
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by his Word; in which ſenſe tis 
uſed, Matth. 7. 21. Not every one 
that "ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, but he that doth the will of my 


Father. which is in Heavy en 5 that IS, 


who doth the Will Ty Gold in point 
of Obedience and Conformity there- 
unto. | 
2, The Will of God is alfo taken 

for his Decree or Purpoſe concern- 
ing Men; or, to (peak more plain, 
for all the Acts and Inſtances of his 
Providence. Now whatever doth 
or may befal us in the whole courſe 
of our Lives, we call the Will of 
God in this ſenſe, as taken for the 
Diſpoſals of his Providence, becauſe 
Nothing falls out but according 
to his Appointment and Determi- 
nation. 

And iu this ſenſe is the Will of 
God to be underſtood in the Text, 
272, For. all the Diſpenſations of his 
Wile Providence, which are the 
Tokens of his Wil and Pleaſure con- 
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cerning us. In this reſpe& there- 
fore the Will of the Lord ought to 
be done, that is, patiently born and 
ſubmitted unto. The former, that 
enjoyns *bedience to his VVill, 
the Latter requires Patience under 
it. The one chiefly preſſes us 
to the Doirg, but the other 
calls us to the Suffering of his Will, 
or 2 patient bearing thereof and 
Submiſſion to it. 

And of this latter we are now 
to treat, as chiefly intended in the 
Text, The will of the Lord be done. 
And thus muſt we do and ſay when 
the caſe comes to be our own, as 
here it was St. Pauls and the Diſci- 
ples ; make Gods Will ours, ſubmit 
to what we cannot avoid, where it 
is a Sin to Murmvr and Con- 
plain, a Folly to Reſiſt or Oppoſe. 

2ly. What it is to ſubmit to the 
Will of God. 

Anſ. Submiſſion here is to be 
conſidered either in oppoſition to 
Murmuring and Repining, outragi- 

ous 


— 


( 


ous Paſſion or Diſcontent ; or elfe, 
245. as tis oppoſed to the uſe of Un- 
— Means to bring about our 
deſigns ; or get rid of Trouble; for 
the Doing of Evil that (700d may come 

it, is a thing expreſly condemned 

y the Apoſtle, Ro. 3. 8. and ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with the Princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity, and in parti- 
cular with this of Submiſſion and 
Reſignation to the Holy Will of God. 

To fubmit therefore to the Will 
of God in general is this : not to 
Murmur or Repine againſt Divine 
Providence, or think Hard thoughts 
of our Maker, as if he were unjuft 
or Sevete in his Dealings or Diſ- 
penſations towards us : Not to be 
Diſcontented with out Eſtate, or 
Grieve immmoderately for the want 
or Loſs of any outward Comfort or 
Worldly Advantage : nor yet to 
Afflict our ſelves out of meaſure for 
any thing that may befal us in this 
World, whether it reſpects that of 
our own Private Concern or _ 

O 
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of the Publick : But to bear what- 
ever God ſhall Inflict with Patience 
and Moderation, and to want what- 
ever God ſhall Deny us, with Chear- 
fulneſs * And Content 5 and in the 
Moderate uſe of Juſt; and Lawtul 
Means to refer our ſelves entirely 
to God's wiſe Conduct and Sove- 
reign Diſpoſe, as becomes Creatures 
who have their Beu;z and Depen- 
dance wholly upon him, and from 
whom they receive All that they do 
Enjoy. This is, in ſhort, to Submit 
to the Will of Gd. 

Now in order to this, let me Offer 


you ſome Conſiderations, which it 


ſcrioutly Weigh'd and Attended un- 
to, may obtain the force of {tron 
and powerful Arguments. unto this 
Great Neceſſary Chriſtian Duty: A 
Duty ſo very Neceſſary, as without 
which we cannot. pleaſe God or 
enjoy our ſelves, without which vc 
can find no Relief or Comfort in 
any Condition, and indeed are not 
fit to Live in the World ; in a World 
10 | ſubject 


„ 
ſubject to ſuch Different Changes 
and Viciſſitudes, expoſed to ſuch a 
Multitude and Variety of Misfor- 
tunes as every day doth give us 
Experience of in one kind or o- 
ther. ; 
And therefore in the 34. place, 


31y. What are thoſe Confiderati- 
ons which may enforce the Do- 
ctrine of the Text, and perſwade us 
to the practice of fo Neceſſary and 
Important a Duty ? 

1. There is a great deal of Rea- 
ſon for us to ſubmit to the Will of 
God in every Condition of Lite, 
as well in Adverſity as Proſpe— 
rity, becauſe he is Wiſer than we 
are, and knows Better how to 


Chooſe for us, than we do for our 
ſelves. | 


We are all of us a company ot 


Weak and Shallow Creatures, ſub— 
ject to Errour and Miſtake, to pur- 
ſue ſhadows and fall in love with 
outſides and Appearances, inſtead of 


Sub- 
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Subſtance and Reality : but God, 
who ſees further than we do, from 
the Beginning to the End of Things, 
at once knows what is moſt fit and 
proper for us; and therefore will 
chooſe nothing but what ſhall be 
ſo, tho' we may be apt out of {mall 
Judgment and Diſcretion to think 
otherwiſe for the Preſent. 

Tis poſſible we may need PH. 
inſtead of Food, and the Diſeaſe may 
be ſuch as cannot eaſily he cured, but 
in a Method ſomewhat Unpleaſant 
and Diſtaſteful to us at firſt : but 
what matter, tho' it pleaſe not the 
palate of our Sickly and Diſtempered 
Minds, ſo it prove the more II Hol- 
ſome and Healthful to our Souls. That 
which pleaſed the Palate is oft-times 
injurious to Health, and that Cor- 
dition which gratifies moſt the ſen- 
fual Ar petite and lower Paſſions, 
may Endanger our Virtue and ſtain 
our Innocence ;, and therefore God 
oftentimes ſhews more of Kindneſs 
tn denying, than gratify ing our Re- 

| quelts, 
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queſts, or complying with our fond 


and fooliſh Deſires. 

How often would ſome Mens 
Wiſhes, if granted, have proved 
their ruine? like that of Rachel who 
was fo paſſionately deſirous of 
Children, as with Raſhneſs to cry 
out, Give me Children or clſe ] Die, 
Ger. 30. 1. and it fell out accord- 
ingly, for ſhe was no ſooner able 
to Number Children, which fhe 
brought into the World, but ſhe 
Dies indeed : For by giving Life to 
her Second Son, ſhe loſt her own. 
The like we may take notice of in 
the 1/raclizes Murmuring for Fleſh 
in the Wilderneſs and Longing 
after Quails; which being ſent, 
proved a Curſe to thoſe that Long- 
ed after 'em, and inſtead of Food, 
proved as bad as Poyſon : For, 
Pſalm 78. 30. While the Meat was 
jet in their Months, the Wrath of God 
eame upon them, and ſmote down the 
choſen Alen of Iſrael. 

Alas, fo very Children we 2 

that 
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that many times we ask a Serpent 
Inſtead of a Fiſh, and Ran, Poyſon 
Inſtead of Daily Bread and Neccſ- 
ſary Food. Now tis Kindneſs in our 
Maker to diſapprove our choice in 
ſuch Inſtances of Raſhneſs and Fol- 
ly; and tho' we may be croſs'( 
therein, we have no reaſon to be 
Angry with God or Quarrel with 
his Providence, becauſe he doth it 
out of love, and 'tis many times our 
Intereſt for him ſo to do. 

We know not well how to Chooſc 
for our Selves, and therefore are 
not fit to become our own Carvers ; 
for oft-times we make the worſt choice 
when we think it the beſt - as Lot 
being left by Abraham to his liberty 
where he wou'd plant himſelf, 
chooſeth the Planesof Sodom, which 
indeed lookt Pleaſant, and ſeemed 
to be a Sweet Seat and Delightful 
Habitation, but was in truth a (ink 
of Sin and all Impurity, and for 
their filthy Wickedneſs ſoon after 
Deſtroyed by Fire ee | 
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the Exzblem too often of a Worldly, 
Proſperous and Flouriſhing Eſtate, 
which 1s ever attended with great 
Snares, and innumerable Dangers. 
We ſeldom like the Station wherein 
God hath placed ns, or are content- 
ed with the Condition to which he 
hath fixed us down, and this makes 
our Hearts to fret and murmur 4- 
gainſt the Lord, We are Troubled 
and Diſſatisfied becauſe the Provi- 
dence of God hath not removed us 
Higher, and put us where we would 
be; and where that is we know not 
well our ſelves. We wouid have 
ſomething and Better than we have, 
and are froward and out of Hu- 
mour, becauſe we have it not ; tho' 
what that is, we are many times at 
a loſs to tell: And hence ariſeth 
our Errour and Miſtake ; and we 
are no leſs Wanton than Ienorant in 
what we Ask and Deſire of this Na- 
ture. Tis not good therefore to 
be too Eager in our Deſires, too 
Importunate or Sollicitous in our 

per- 


C199 


purſuit of any thing here below 
The wiſeſt way then is to beg of 
God to Chooſe for us, and reſt ſa. 
tisfied in his Choice when we have 
done : for he being Wiſer and more 
Knowing than any of his Creatures 
"tis but fitting that Humane Fo/, 
ſhou'd ſtoop to Divine Ido. 


and Blind Ignorance be directed 
by Infallible a and Omnil- 
ciency. 


215. Conſider whatever the Pro- 
vidence of God permits to befal us, 
is principally intended for our Good 
and Benet, and not in the leaſt for 
our Hurt and Injury, except we 
make it ſo through our own De- 
fault. God js Good and doth Good, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, and his Mercy is 
over all his Works, Pſalm. 135. Con- 
fider therefore the Infinite Kindneſs 
and Benignity of our Maker, tis 
impoſſible he ſhou'd deſign wrong 
or Injury to his Creatures. Can you 


be ſo weak 'to Imagine that the 
can 


take 


greateſt Goodneſs in the World 
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take Delight in our Sufferings and 
Afllictions, or Pleaſe himſelf with 
our Groans and Sighs? Is it any 
manner of Pleaſure to him to be- 
hold our Grief and Sorrow, or 
Pains and Torments? Verily no : 
For he doth not willinely Aﬀii@ or 
Grieve the Children of Men. 
3. 33. And therefore when at any 
time he Afflicts us, or ſeems to be 
Diſpleaſed with us, he chiefly 
deſigns thereby our Good and 
Benefit in our Tryal and Amend- 
ment. 

A Continued and Uninterrupted 
Series of Proſperity is apt to Cor- 
rupt our Minds and Elate our Spi- 


rits; to Puff us up with Pride and 
Vanity to the forgetting of Cod and 


our ſelves too: when therefore God 
ſends Ad verſity in any kind it is to 
remind us of our weakneſs and frail- 
ty and to keep us low and Hun ble in 
the Thoughts thereof. 

Take the Prodigal for an In- 
ſtance ; how Humble and Selfdeny- 


ing 


ament. 


DS. 4. 
ing was he grown in the time of his 
Aflliction and Diſtreſs. His Hunger 
and Neceſſity brought him to a ſenſe 
of his Miſerable Eſtate and Conditi- 
on; this ſenſe of his Miſery brought 
him to Repentance for his Sin and 
Folly; and thisRepentance begat in 
him a moſt Profound Humility and 
Self-debaſing thoughts of his own 
Unworthineſs. I am not worthy, faith 
he, to be called thy Son, make me dt 
one of thy hired Servants, Like. 15, 
He that {lighted before the Relation 
of a Son, defired now that of a Ser. 
vant + This he thought was Preter- 
ment enough in his Fathers Houle, 
and dry Bread good Cheer after 
he had fed upon Husks and tabled 
with the Swine, which he was forct 
to keep. | 

Thus the Providence of God is 
able to turn thoſe Things to our 
Good and Benefit, to our Profit and 
Advantage, which we think to be 
otherwiſe : for alas! we fee not to 


the End of things, and therefore 
arc 


eminen 


Man. 
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are not able to judge of the Event 

till afterwards, nor paſs Sentence 

till the Concluſion of the whole. 
Who would have thought at firſt 


ſight, that Joſeph's being ſold for a 


Slave, ſhou'd have been the occaſi- 
on of his Riſe, or that his yo wg 
ſhould have lain through a Priſen ? 
Who would have thought that Ha- 
mans Envy and ſpite againſt Morde- 
cai ſnoud have ended in Honour, 
and made way for his own Ruine 
and his Enemies Advancement in 
the Court of Pera? And as little 
did David think in his Diſtreſs that 
Saul Jealouſie and Perſecution did 
only fit him for the Government, 
and aſſure to him the Throne after 
his Deceaſe : And as little did Fob 
dream that his utter undoing ſhou'd 
be recompenſed with twice the 
Greatneſs and Proſperity that for- 
merly he enjoyed : and yet thus tt 
proved in the Concluſion to thoſe 

eminent Worthies. 
Many Frovidences which we re- 
gret 
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gret and Murmur at, have yet been 
Ower-ruled by the Divine Power and 
Wiſdom unto our greateſt Advan- 
tage, and turned unexpectedly to 
our Benefit. This almoſt every Man 
may be ſenſible of in one kind or 
other, had he either the Wit or Re- 
ligion to reflect upon the Various 
Inſtances of God's Overruling Pro- 
vidence throughout the whole 
Courſe his Life paſt. 

The Conſideration therefore of a 
kind, benign and wiſe Providence, 
which intends the Good and Benefit 
of his Creatures, and orders all 
things accordingly, ſhou'd, methink, 
be ſufficient to charm down our 
Diſcontent, ſtop our Mouths, and 
ſilence our Murmurs and Complaints 
for ever. 

3 d. Conſider, we have as much 
Reaſon to Truſt God in the Ordi- 
nary Courſe of his Providence as to 
Truſt Man ; which yet we common- 


ly do in many things, and thoſe ot 


the Higheſt and moſt Important 
concern. 


UA co, 
Concern, viz. ſuch as relate to our 
Life and Health, to our Eſtates and 
Fortune in this World. 

Credendum eſt Artifici in Arte ſua : 

To believe a Knowing and Prudent 
Man in his own Profeſſion, is a 
well-known Maxim, and confirmed 
by every days Experience, He be- 

- Ying preſumed to be more vers'd and 

e better skill'd therein than any other, 
tho' none are Infallible: Upon this 

a account we are willing to truſt ma- 

2, Iny of our Worldly Concerns with 

it Yother Men, who (we think) have 

greater knowledge and inſight there- 

k, into than our ſelves : we ask their 

ur Opinion and take Advice, which 

1d yet may fail, and tis uſual with us 
its Ito rely more upon it than upon our 
own. 

ch We truſt the Pyyſician with our 

di-NBodies, and put the Life of our 

to PDeareſt Friends into his hands; and 
tho they do not always Recover, 
yet we endeavour to fſatisfie our 

Selves in what he has done, and 
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never quarrel or fall out with 
him. | 

Why 
eſce in the Good-will and Pleaſure 


then ſhou'd we not Acqui- 


of Almighty God, and reſt con- 
tented with whatever he doth for 
us, without Murmuring and Com- 
plaint, without Vexing and Tor- 
menting our ſelves beyond Reaſon, 
and to no purpoſe at all ? What | 
ſhall we not Truſt God as much as 
any of his Creatures, and reſign up 
our ſelves tothe Guidance and Con- 
duct of unerring Wiſdom, as well 
as to the uncertain Gueſſes and falli- 
ble Conjectures of Humane Art and 
Science? 

When we can Truſt Men with our 
Bodies and Eſtates, with our Lives 
and Fortunes, and yet will not 
Truſt God with the like, we do in 
effect affirm, that Mar: is wiſer than 
his Mater, that he is more Know- 
ing than God, and can do more 
and contrive better for us, than 
Almighty” Power, Infinite Wiſdom, 


15V20 and 


ver the ſmalleſt Loſs thereby. 
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and Immenſe Goodneſs joyned to- 
gethet. e 
4ly. Conſider again, that Murmur- 
ing and Repining at Affliction is to no 
purpoſe at all, and will do us no 
good in the World; by all our 
Fretting and Vexing, Impatience and 
Diſcontent we cannot change the 
Nature of things, nor alter the 
courſe of Divine Proyidence, cannot 
remoye the leaſt Trouble, nor reco- 
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God, as he is woſi-Wiſe, lo he is 
Al Powerful, and therefore both can 
and will do whatfoever pleaſeth 
him both in Heaven and Earth, 
without asking leave or taking Ad- 
vice from any of his Weak; a 
Shallow Creatures, God's Will ſha] 
and muſt be done in ſpite of Ours ; 
He will Govern and over-rule dg 
what we can; He will Govern the 
World in general, and Diſpoſe of 
us and our Concerns in particular, 
notwithſtanding All that we can do 
or ſay to the contrary. In vain there; 

2855 8 . tore 
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fore do we ſet our Mouths againſ? 
Heaven, and let our Hearts fret againſt 
the Lord. 75 
And as it is to 20 purpoſe to 
Murmur and Repine with reſpect to 
God and his Providence; ſo it is to 
very i] purpoſe with reſpect to our 
ſelves and our Condition. It never 
yet did any Good in this World, 
but a great deal of Harm be ſure; 
for inſtead of bettering, we do but 
make our Condition ſo much the 
worſe thereby: We Create our 
ſelves more trouble than we need; 
and are but Ingenious to Torment 
our ſelves to no purpoſe at all. 
But now on the contrary, Patiencc 
under Trouble, and Submiſhon to 
the Hand of God wou'd cut off a 
World of Needleſs and Superfluous 
care: It leſſens our Burden and 
makes Affliction to fit more light 
and eaſie; when as Frowardnels 
and Diſcontent doth but increaſc 
the Weight and Preſſures thereof, 
and render it ſo much the more Hea- 
vy and Inſupportable. The 
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The way therefore to have our 
Wills, is to deny 'cm in Submiſſion 
to that of God's : Let but our Wills 
be united to his, and that is the way 
never to have them Croſt or Diſap- 
pointed. The moſt Effectual Courſe 
we can take to rid our ſelves of 
Unneceffary Care and Trouble, is to 
Commit our way to the Lord, Pſalns 
37th, and reſolve upon an entire 
Reſignation to his Holy Will and 
Pleaſure, who orders All things as 
he ſees Beſt, and which may make 
moſt for our Good. As long there- 
fore as God's Will is done, we ſhou'd 
not be over ſolicitous about our 
own. | 
51y. In order to the bringing your 

Wills into a Submiſſion to That of 
God's, con ſider further, that Suffer- 
ings and Afflictions, Loſſes and Diſ- 
appointments is not your Condition 
alone, but the Common Fate of the 
Univerſe and the general Lot of all 
Mankind. 

There never was, and therefore 
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we haye reaſon to believe there nc. 
ver will le any one Man in the 
World, who may be ſaid to be Hap- 
Py ex omni parte, in all Reſpects as 
to this Preſent Life: No Man yet 
ever enjoyed the Whole of his Deͤ- 
lires, attained the Height of his 
Wiſhes, or ſat down with full Con- 
tent and Compleat Satisfaction. He 
only may be ſaid to be woſt Happy 
in the World, who is leaſt Miſera- 
ble in it, and hath feweſt Cares and 
Sorrowsto Afflict and Diſquiet him, 
feweſt Troubles and Neceſfitics to 
Wreſtle and Contend withal. 

As for the Generality of Mankind, 
ſhou'd we liſten to their frequent 
Sighs and Groans, to their dail\ 
Murmurs and Complaints, we ſhou'd 
look upon em as a company of 
forlorn and miſerable Wretches ; 
for we can hardly paſs an Hour in 
company of our Friends, but on: 
or other are filling our Ears with a 
Doleful Relation of their Sorrows, 
and fad Liade of their Misfortuncs: 


inſo- 
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nſomuch as the pleaſure of Society 
's oft interrupted with Sighs and 


Tears, and the more Cheartul part' 
of Converſation is exchanged for a 
more Charitable Reſentment of our 
Neighbours ſad Eſtate and afflicted 
Condition. 

As for thoſe that carry it -more 
Brisk and Gay, who ſeem to be the 
Darlings of Fortune, and the Envy 
of the Unfortunate : yet we have 
reaſon to think, that all i is not Gold 
that Gliſters, nor yet is it fair Wea— 
ther all the Year long with them 
that laugh and ſmile and look fo 
Pleaſant. Their Mirth is very often. 
feigned and diſſembled, forced from 
a heart full of Trouble and Anguith 
in the ſad Remembrance of their 
paſt Crimes, or preſent Misfortunes. 
Some Men ſeem Happy even to Envy, 
who yet are Miſerable in their own 
Thoughts : Many there are who 
make a great fhew, and carry it 
High and Brave, Brisk and Jolly in 
the World, who, were their Condi- 
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tion exactly ſtated, wou'd appear 
the Objects of the greateſt Pity ima- 
ginable. We may be ignorant of the 
Grief or Ail of our next Neighbour. 
moſt Intimate Friend and Boſom 
Companion ; we may be very well 
Acquainted with ſome Perſons, 
and yet be Strangers to their Un- 
happy Circumſtances, which it 
narrowly pryed and lookt into, 


would ſet em at the greateſt Di- 


ſtance from Happineſs and Con- 
tent. 

Now Solamen miſeris, &c. Seeing 
then that Sorrow and Sufferings, 
Afflictions and Calamities, are not 
your Condition alone, yon ought to 
vield to the common Fate of your 
Nature, and ſubmit to that Yoke 
which AZ Mankind do perpetually 
groan under. Tho, as the Philoſo- 
pher ſays, Malevoli Solatis genus [ur- 
ba miſerorum + Tis a kind of IIl-na- 
tured Argument meerly to Comfort 
our Selves from the Miſeries of o- 
ther people; yet it hath its force in 

a 
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a Conſideration of this Nature, where 
All Mankind are equally Concerned 
and zone are Exempt. 

As long as you are in the World, 
never think to be exempt from the 
Changes and Mutations, Revoluti- 
ons and Viciſſitudes thereof in one 
kind or other: you will be always 


Shifting out of one Eſtate into ano- 


ther, ſometimes for the Better, ſome- 
times for the Worſe, but never to re- 
main long in one and the ſame ; 
and this you muſt by no means 
think ſtrange, or wonder at. For 
Solomon ſaith, There is Nothing New 
under the Sum, Eccl. 1. Nothing 
happens in the World, but what 
did happen before you were Born, 
and will happen again when you 
are Dead and Gone: According 
to that of M. Antoninus, zii 8 
1% , Ars ds, Cytyt]o, X; Yyieunnlay, 9 wo, 
I Xs iu E] au. L.12.4.21. I bat ry Now done, 
is that which Eder hath been done in 
the World; and will ever be done again 
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& long as the World ſtands, and is do- 
ing at this Time all the World over. 
And if ſo, what Reaſon is there to 
expect that you alone ſhou'd be ex- 
cepted from the common fate of the 
Univerſe, and fare better than the 
reſt of your fellow Creatures. To 
be willing to live in the World, and 
yet not to be ſubje& to the Changes 
and Mutations thereof, is as great 1 
piece of Folly, as if a Man ſhou'd 
think to go into the V Vater and not 
be wet, or to walk in the VVind 
and not to have it blow upon him. 
Muſt God make New Laws, or alter 
the Courſe of Old ones for your [akec 
alone, O Murmuring and Repining 
VVretch? Muſt he change the Na- 
ture of things and vary from the 
Eſtabliſht Courſe of his Providence, 
meerly to comply with your unrea- 
ſonable VViſhes and over-fond Dc- 
fires? Nothing more Abſurd and 
Ridiculous. The beſt way therefore 
it to ſubmit and to be Quiet; bc 
content with what God doth, who 
is 
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is as well able to Govern the World + 
now, as he was to Male it at firſt. 
Let his Will then be the Rule and 
Meaſure of yours, in point both 
of Obedience and Submiſſion there- 
unto. 
6th. Conſider once more, All your | 
Sufferings, whether Publick or Pri- 1 
vate, are no more than what you l 
deſerve, and are much tewer than | 
your Sins which have brought em 
upon you: why then ſhou'd a Living 
| man complain, a man that is puniſh'd 
for his Sins? i. e. VVhy ſhould 
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Man, a Sinful Man complain, that is 
. not puniſhed but for his Sins, that 
9 is, according to his Deſerts, and 
. which by his own folly he hath 
0 brought on himſelf; and then why 
25 ſhoud a Livine Man complain, a 
1- Man that while he is Alive and 


out of Hell, is puniſhed far 
leſs than his Iniquitics have de- 
ſerved. 58 
Every Man is prone to have ill 
thoughts of his own Condition, and 
think 
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think worſe of it than of that of 
others ; inſtead of acknowledging 
himſelf with St. Paul to be the 
chiefeſt of Sinners, he is ready to cry 
out, that of all Creatures he 3s moſt 
Miſerable. VVe are apt to think 
others leſs deſerving than our ſelves, . 
and our ſelves more Wretched and 
Vnfortunate than they, which is in- 
juriouſly done. For if we judge 
our own Misfortunes greater than 
others, let us but reflect upon our 
Sins which have been the occaſion 
thereof, and examine whether they 
have not been more in Number, and 
of a greater Size and Magnitude than 
the Sins of other Men, and ſo arc 
but the juſt occaſion of our Calami- 
ties. Now this Conſideration doth 
more naturally call for Repertarce 
than Repining, and prompt to deep 
Humiliation, rather than Diſcon- 
tent. | | 
To which I may add further ; 
confider how many Bleſſings are lett, 
and which you do enjoy above many 
11. others; 
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others ; and yet how few you can 
lay claim unto. You that Murmur 
becauſe you have no more, conſider 
how Little you Deſerve, and what 
wou'd remain or be left you, ſhou'd 
God bereave you of all thoſe 
Comforts you have Abuſed and 
Miſemployed, and leave you no 
more than what you merit at his 


| Hands. 


Compare the many Merezes you 
enjoy to the many Sims you have 
been guilty of, and ſee then whe- 
ther Mercy doth not rejoyce againſt 
Judgment, See whether God is not 
Good, Kind and Bountiful, beyond 
not only Deſert, but Expectation 
too. If your Sins and Loſſes, if 
your Guilt and Sufferings were well 
adjuſted and ſet one againſt another, 
you wou'd find 'tisa Mercy that you 
have any Comfort left, when as you 
have deſerved to be ſtript naked and 
bereft of All. 

Further yet, were but the tenth 
part of that Grief. and Sorrow laid 

out 
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out upon your Sins as are upon your 
worldly Lofles and Troubles, you 
wou'd become Greater Penitents and 
much Better Chriſtians than now you 
are: you wou'd be Happy amidſt 
all your Sufferings, and have great- 
er cauſe to ſmile and rejoyce, tho' 
under a Cloud, than now you have 
to fret and vex your ſelves : you 
wou'd have more reaſon to clear 
up in the midſt of Sorrow, than 
to be caſt down through the Exceſs 
of it. 

713. Let me recommend unto yo! 
one Conſideration more, and that 
this, eſteem and think your preſet 
Condition always to be the beſt and 
fitteſt for you, till God by his Pro- 
vidence ſhall think fit to work a 
Change and Alteration therein, ci- 
ther by making way for your Deli. 
verance in caſe of Danger and Cala- 
mity, or by Bettering your Conditi- 
on in point of Fortune and Eſtate : 


but in the mean time learn to ſub- 


mit to your preſent Condition as 
I: it 
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it is, ſeeing the Divine Providence 
hath thought fit io chooſe it for 
ou. 

: 'Tis the beſt and wiſeſt courſe 
you can take, to ſtand to Gods 
Choice, and refer your ſelf to his 
good Pleaſure in every thing, till 
Providence ſhall make way for a 
more Succeſsful Change and Happy 
Alteration : And when the Provi- 
dence of God ſhall do this, by fur- 
niſhing you with means, and pre- 
ſenting you with an opportunity of 
Bettering your Circumſtances in a 
Sate and Lawful way (for a Chriſtian 
is allowed to uſe no other) then 
you may conclude, 'tis God's Will 
you ſhou'd do ſo, and not before ; 
then you may endeavour to make 
your Condition more calie and con- 
venient, more fit and ſuitable than 
at preſent perhaps it is. 

But now, tho in ſuch a caſe, you 
may lawfully uſe the means and lay 
hold of the opportunity when it 
ſhall offer it ſelf for that purpoſe; 


yet 
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yet ſtill with this Caution, that you: 
take heed of running your ſelves in- 
to Snares and Temptations through 
an Over-greedy and too Covetous 
defire of Worldly Riches and Ho- 
nours ; for if the Holy Ghoſt had 
not told us, yet daily Experi- 
ence doth aſſure it for a great 
Truth, that the Love of Money is the 
Root of all Evil ; which while ſome 
have coveted after,they have erred from 
the faith,and pierced themſelves through 
with many Sorrows, Tim. 6. 10. 
Which Caution is not unneceſſary, 
conſidering how many Men there 
are, who upon that account betake 
themſelves to Unlawful Means and 
Unjuſt Arts to grow Rich and be- 
come great in the World, whiclrtoo 
often prove a mighty Temptation 
and Snare, and runs em into a world 
of Miſchief and Inconveniency. v. 9. 
To prevent which the beſt way we 
can take is to moderate our De- 
fires in the purſuit of the World, 
rather than to gratifie all their 


Immo- 
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Immoderate and Unreaſonable De- 
mands. 

But this is certainly true, when 
God gives us leave, or which is all 
one, when Providence doth offer 
it ſelf, we may make our Circum- 
ſtances more eaſie and commodious 
for us, yea more Delightful and 
Convenient too, if they be of them- 
felves Troubleſome and Uneafie, 
Streight and Neceſſitous: but then 
if our Endeavours herein ſhou'd 
chance to fail, this ſhou'd not over- 
much Afflict or Diſquiet us, ſeeing 
it is the Will of God they ſhou'd 
do ſo; and his Will ought ever- 
more to be the Meaſure and Rule of 
ours. 

In the mean time, let the Event 
of our Endeavours be what it will, 
our Spirits maſt not riſe nor ſwell 
with our Fortune on the one hand, 
nor yet ſink or be dejected on the 
other: but like Good Chriſtians, 
and True Diſciples of Chriſt, who 
believe a God and Providence, or- 

derin 
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dering all things for our Good, we 
ought to preſerve, as much as in us 
lies, an Even Temper and Uni- 
form Diſpoſition of 'Mind, in both 
Extreams, like the calm Regions a- 
bove. which know not what a Storm 
or Tempeſt means. This Frame of 
Spirit, tho in its perfection, tis the 
Happineſs of the Saints above, yet 
we ought to aſpire after it as much 
as tis poſſible in this Life, and en- 
deavour to Reſemble thoſe Bleſſed 
Spirits, which overflow with Joy 
and are ſwallowed up with Unſpeak- 
able Delight and Satisfaction, which 
the fight and preſence of God doth 
inſpire em withal. 
8th. I might further perſwade to 
and enforce this Duty of the Text, 
from the Examples of Good Men in 
Sctipture, who have been Eminent 
and Remarkable Inſtances of a Pro- 
found Submiſſion and Entire Reſig- 
nation to the Will of God under the 
ſoreſt Tryals and moſt Calamitous 
Sufferings : witneſs the Two High- 
Prieſts, 
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Prieſts, Aaron and Hi, upon the death 
of their Children ; David upon the 
unnatural Rebellion of his Son Ab/a- 
lom ; Job upon the Loſs of his whole 
Eſtate and ſudden Death of his ſeven 
Sons and three Daughters, being all 
the Children he had. | | 
More eſpecially I might do this 
from the moſt Admirable Example of 
our Bleſſed Saviour; an Example that 
out-{trips all that may be called Mor- 
tal, being the moſt perfect Inſtance of 
Patience, and, Examplary Patern of 
Humility and Refignation, both Liv- 
ing and Dying; and yet ſuch as was 
intended and is propoſed by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt for our Imitation, 1 Pet. 
en 
Now. all theſe forementioned In- 
ſtances and Conſiderations, if duly 
weighed and attended unto, may be 
able, through the Grace of God, to 
quiet and compoſe our Spirits amidſt 
the greateſt fears and apprehenſions; 
enable us to bear up under Affliction, 
not only with Patience and Submifſſi- 
on 
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on to the Will of a wiſe and good 
God ; but with Cheerfulneſs and Re- 
folation, becoming the Greatneſs of 
2 Chriſtian Soul, and the Gallantry 
of a Divine and Heroick Spirit. 

That Man therefore that endeavours 
to Arm and Prepare himſelf before- 
hand for Afflictions by the forementi- 
oned Confiderations, will be fo far 
from avoiding em by any baſe and 
unworthy means, that he will chooſe 
rather to court the greateſt Sufferings 
than wilfully commit the leaſt Sin to 
prevent or eſcape 'em. 

Conſidering further, that we have 
the very ſame Help and Afliſtance 
promiſed us, which the foi emention- 
ed Worthies had to Comfort and Sup- 
port them, viz. the good Spirit and 
Grace of God, which is promiſed to 
all thoſe that Ask and Pray for it as 
they onght : And, laſtly, we havethe 
fame Hopes of Glory and Recom- 
pence of Reward as they had, to crown 
our Faith and Patience in the end. 
4th. I proceed now in the laſt place 

to 


e 


to conclude all with a brief Reflexion 
on the whole. Ys 

Be inſtructed then in this great 
Chriſtian Duty, and take out the 
Leſſon in the Text, of Subri/ſz07 to the 
Will of God, and a Surrender of your 
ſelves unto his wiſe Providence and 
Diſpoſe : let us defire of God to 
chooſe our Condition for us, ſeeing 
he can never chooſe amiſs (as we 
may and often do) and then fatisfie 
our ſelves in what he doth for us. 

Be content to be at his Allowance, 
fit down andreſt ſatisfied with what: 
ever Portion he ſhall carve out for 
you, as being well aſſured, that tho 
it may not ſeem good to you at pre- 
ſent, yetit will moſt certainly work 
for your good in the end, and we 
{hall find at length, that it wou'd not 
have been ſo well with us, had it 
been otherwiſe. 

If you cannot have your own Will, 
let God have his, and be willing to 
comply therewith z in the mean time 
doing your Duty and what he com- 
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mands and expects from you in your 
preſent Circumſtances: This is the 
only way to have our Wills indeed, 
notwithſtanding things may at any 
time run counter to our Wiſhes, and 
croſs to our Deſires: Do but ſubmit 
to the Will of your Heavenly Father, 
depend upon his Providence, in the 
faithful diſcharge of your Duty, and 
then let the ſtate of your Condition, 
and the event of things prove what 
they will, a Chriſtian cannot but be 
{afe, and may defie the World to make 
him miſerable. This 1s the way to 
be content in the midſt of want, 
cheerful in an afflicted condition; 
to have inward Eaſe amidſt outward 
Tronble ; in a word, to have a fore- 
taſte of the Happineſs aboye, even 
while we are ſurrounded with Sor- 
row, and forced to dwell in a Vale 
r 5 

Iſhall conclude all with the Opi- 
ion and Advice of a very Wiſe and 
Noble Heathen, AI. Antoninus | mean, 
who was both Emperour and Philoſo- 
— 1 pher 
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pher too, whereby you may ſee how 


far he out · ſtrĩpt us Chriſtians, by the 
Light of Nature, notwithſtanding the 
Advantage we have of him inreſpe& 
of a Clearer Light, and a more Per- 
fect Rule to walk by: For a Man 
) to be content and ſatisfi- 
ed with his Condition, to receive 
meekly whatever Providence doth 
allot him in the World, is the Proof 
and Argument of a very good Man, 
Nigieourn H i- ivo tis CA, L 3. S. 4. 
Such a one (ſaith he) is throughly ſea- 
ſon d and principled with Goodneſs 
and Piety, as he inſtances in Socrates, 
that ſingular Inſtance of Pagan Vir- 
tue and Morality : and again (he 


ſaith) he whoſe Will doth concur 


with Gods, and whoſe Mind hath re. 
ſigned up it {elf unto the good Plea- 
ſure of Heaven, who lives in a daily 
dependance on Divine Providence, may be 
ſtyled oe, one lead and inſpired by 
God and mightily aſſiſted by his Spirit; he 
is an Excellent and Extraordinary. Perſon 
indeed ho is conducted wholly 55 the Di- 
vine Will. Thus much for his Opinion. His 

„ Advice 
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Advice follows to this Purpoſe : We ou 
(ſaith he) to pray rather to have our Mill 
compoſed and quietedunder Affliction, ti 
to have it preſently removed os taken ol 
rather to bear Sufferings manfully thi 
like Children to cry and take on to be ri 
of 'em; one prays (ſaith he) that he mig] 
not looſe his Child or his Friend, but Ji 


you pray that you may neither be UH 


willing nor Afraid to part with 'em when 
ever God ſhall call them out of this World i 
for a Dead Child is more defireable than 
Wicked and Undutiful one. One pray 
that he may compaſs his Ill Deſigns, eithel 
of Luſt, Pride, Oppreſſion, or Ambition; but 
do you pray that you neither covet that, 
which is 4 unlawful. One ſtudies ho 

to live gay and merrily, or gratifie his Sen- 
ſual Appetite and Inc lination; but let it be 
your buſineſs to live like Men, and mode- 
rate your brutiſh Appetites and Deſires, re- 
ferring your ſelf wholly to the Divine Con- 
duct and Diſpoſe, ſaying in the language 
of an Humble and Contented Spirit, 93 
Fears dH Ms. L. 10. C. 16. Give what 


thou will'ſt, and take what thou will'ſt; 


not unlike to that Religious Aphoriſn in 
Holy Fob, The Lord hath given, and the 
Lord hath taken away, Bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord; or in the Words of the Text, 
The Will of the Lord be done. Amen. 


